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ther to flatter the dead, nor offend the living. 
T can fincerely ſay, I have no intention to re- 


n N 2 deſign of the following memoirs 7s nei- 


vive the flame, that has raged too long already, and 


been unbappily attended with a thouſand conſequences 
prejudicial to vital religion; and which, I would hope, 
75 n0W ſickning and expiring. e 5 75 


could even wiſh it had been in my power, to pub. 
liſh an account of the virtues of my deceaſed friend, 
with equal advantage to the ſubject, and my true de- 
fegn 3 which is not conceal d, and will be obvious to e- 
very attentive and confiderate reader; without any 
reference to certain melancholy occaſions for the exer-. 
ciſe of them. But this being impratticable; I could not 
view, or placing in the beſt light, ſo Pin an example, 
that might be of. great ſervice to ſuch as were diſpoſ- 
ed to improve it. Yet I have taken care, not only ob 
be injurious to none, but to manage the tender point 

zwith as gentle aud ſoft an band, as could well be 
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were his, and made him conſiſtent with himſelf; tho? T 
cannot ſay, I ever heard him ex preſs them ſo diſtinitly, 


iv The PREFACE. 


© What is bere. humbly recompended 40 the ſerious 
conjideration_of all 75 


A of people, tho differing e- 
ver ſo widely in diſputable matters, will not (J hope ) 
be thought an addition to the number of controverſial 
eoritings. I am not conſcious, .tbat I have given any 


Juſt occaſion for it.] have, indeed, offered whnt I 


judged to be a fair and impartial ſtate of the contro- 
ver 5 About the rights A, people. to know the ſen- . 


tim gts of a miniſſer. Having ard {1 Stqgqpn 
mai the cync gion 2 mentigned, 1 Way willing to 


examine, for my own ſatisfaction, whether they could 


poſſibly be conſiſteut with blaming the conduct, and be- 
baviour of ſome congregations in Devonſhure,.. 
elſewhere. Aud have ow taken the. liherty of e 


municating ta others, in ibis publick manner, tboſabe- 


nerd! principles, (without application of them to, par. 


ticulat caſes,) which upon anquiry.. occurred to my 
thoughts as Mr. Stogdon' s; PORE RCs 3575 
b himſelf : tho? T. 


and at oncę, as I have done, It was frequently bis way, 


to fart ſomet hung in favour of ſucb as differed fram 


bin; leaving it 10 the conſideration of athers. or Fg 
ca 1% be 

706 ts for the ſolving a, difficulty, d upon the pre. 
ent occaſion: He ſuggeſted the dijtintion of blame, as 


belanging to men, or thetr priviciples 5 in words to this 


> * 


ell, Tou may blame principles, in caſes 
i fore G05 


. 


oyerned* by them. What I bave 


* wherein you. think, men excuſable b. 
for being oyerricd 


repreſenced as bis whole mind, leads (if I miſtate nt) 
_ rather to the putting an end io this controverſy upon 


a proper foundation, than to the revival, ar continuati- 
on of it. But, if any ſhall ſeperate, for their Purpoſe 
the truth in the conceſſions from other trutb, no le 
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| 9055 their departure out 0 
uld tate heed" of falling into the condemnation 


The'PREBAGE. 


apparant that is joyned with it, and which they can- 
not deny, or diſpure, they muſt be for pen. 45 
loving darkne rather t than light.” * 14 TI 


The bende of pure and: undef led religions 
joe ſubſtantial piety and goodneſi, and 'a comver/e> 
tion becoming the goſpel, is the'great end I haue po. 
Poſed to my ſelf. And, whatever imperfections have 
attended me in the purſuit of i, © if ſucceſs 'be anſ- 


werable to the uprightneſs of my intention, andthe. 
fitneſs of the means ; 1 ſhall have abundant ſatisfatti- 


on in it. And if "that fail, I ſhall yet have rejoy cin 
in the 3 of my own conſcience, which'wi 
be my ſupport under the cenſures, to which I may 
2 5 be expoſed, for ſaying 

e after his death, \whoſe name bad by ſo * 9 
caft out as von” in Dis of lime. Y. "49 


* N ＋ * Id. k 2 BY x # * * 
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_ 70000 confeſs, and amen, U in this our 


world © brigbt and amiable charaFers are but" few! 


And the beſt but imperfect. Some however have an 


elevation above \ the common level; even of the "wiſe - 


and virtuons. "Let ur bleſs "G'O D for them: and 


not repine at their having right done them 3" of in- 


dulge a painful envy, if they are had in honour, 
whilſt in the land of the living, and their memory, 
1 it, is bleſſed. We 


of the devil; and kf even the phariſees, who'built 
the tombs of the prophets," and: garniſhed the ſe- 
pulchres of the righteous," riſe- in judgment 771 | 
45, (as welt ws Phemſelves in a flirt: refpett, 

they nay; "if it be "a thing grievous to us,” that: * 


are had in everlaſting remembrance. But 'we ſhall ; 


a.a wiſer part, if we five to be followers of then; 
as they were of 1 OD. 


Nn ben 


"Jo. much in favour of 
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| highly exalted; and to promote all 


* The. Pazvace. 


When. theſe lovely 8 . 8 are 
1 few; it is pity. wwe ſpould looſe tbe advantage of 
any; eſpecially t 00e of peculiar eminence; or re- 


duce; the "ſail. number of them to a yet ſmaller, | 


by Py imagining, that they are no where to be found, but 
amongſt. thoſe 2who. have embraced, and are tenaci- 


ous of ſuch a ſet. of opinions as we approve, or agree 
With us in particular ww o. ways of Inkings : 


ſpeaking, or unit. 


8 am well I N 7 * n0w, in Mr. 
Stogdon,.. preſented the world with as unblemiſh'd, 


and 22 a pattern, for their imitation, as any 
haue ever been acquainted- with. And there are 


Works ef bis own; . which, if theſe, memoirs meet. 
with' a favourable reception, may follow, and give 
more convincing proofs of the excellent ſpirit that 
was in bim: particularly Letters, and Poems. 
Of each the. ele mu vere find a Specimen. 


| wy would, Ws am perſuaded, 58 N aſid 4 | 


their Projudices, Ch ay againſt him for the . ſake 
F an opinion; if they had but: known bim bet- 
ter, and what manner 7 e het was in pa holy 
converſation. and. arne 


e that the. 8 bere aha may, by the 
laſing of GOD, be effectual to. enlarge narrow 
minds, by infuſing into them prin les of univer- 
fal charity, eſtabliſbed by. Himſelf, be is Only 
Wiſe, and Jeſus- Chriſt tA he bath. ſent, an 

the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs, is, from the. influence of 


thoſe. Sine, the fi e TS carne ha”? 
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The PRE FAC. vi 


5 of one, who chooſes to diſtinguiſh himſelf by the 


profeſſion of no other name, but that 
TITAN, and PROTEST ANT. 


Askwiex, 
Apr. 16, 1728. 
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E RAT A. 
AGE 3-1. 29. for of. . 1. 26. for is r. are. 
7 6. I. 1. for difp- r. Gifng. ibid. 1. 14. dele primitive. 

ibid. I. 20. for is nm r. art not. p. 7. I. 21. 1. el p- 

23. Lage gon: T . 21. r. = * J. Wy: 
for Auguſt x. r. 8. for 
fllt phe, e 1.35 Br eee l. 
for once ri 2 p. 33, l. 2 dele can. "Py 7720 3 r. 3 

1. for cold r. . 

r grounds. p. 49 1. 7. 17 for F119 — 2 | 1 — 

for Aniant x. N p. 51. 1. 5. for — r. . ibid. 1. 

27. for when r. whom. p. 57. I. 5. for Fan. 20 r. Jan. 2. 

P. 64. B 21. r. d, p. 68. I. 19. ni Coo es 21, 

x. inopinage, Arn lib. 6. n : 

3 I B. The requeſt of the authir, placed after the emit, vat ere 
hay bad ſeen the book, upon advice from one who had ſeen it, finiſh'd 
| | without them. And now, upon his own peruſal of the wow, he requeſts the 

' following correftions may be made of the principal of thoſe Errata, 

a 2 be himſelf. has obſers d. | alle ; 
REF. page iv. I. 18. after thoughts r. (5% roma. ibid. 1 MF 
25. after difficulty ſor, r.: ibid. 1. 26-#. gon be. Er. 
Tata. I. 2. for dele 3 r. real. primitivemt Serm. Ec. p. 4. 
1. 19. for might r. would. p. 23. 1. 2. r. uſual. p. 42-1. . after 
Ein, begin a . ibid. 1. 15. for right r. rite. p. 45. l. 1. 
r. 20 foot. 1. 8. r. on all. 1. 9. after occafions Jae the 1 
comma, and after r fp for; T.: ibid. I. 11. begin a paragr. 
| | after nature. p. 54. I. 1. for his r. this. ibid. I. 26. r. affliftion. p. 
- 5. 1.35. r. intereſts. 57. 1. 14. for wardens r. warden. p. 58. J. 

| 24. r. opportinities. ibid. 1. 28. r. prepoſſeſſion. p. 59.1. 15. r. 
Poe. A diligent. ibid. 1. 16 and 17. r. truth; the. p. 61.1. 36 for 
. een r. poetical. p. 62.1. 10. 1. Seaſmable. p. 65. I. 11. r. hown 
1 1, p. 7. . 2 r. caunfenonte. Laſt poem J. 14. . teoinkles. 
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1 | 15 AI NET 458. 3. 1 5 
F 4 Iraſed. reed ſhall he not 
£ 3 and the 5 Aer 


'N this very ſolemn and ao 
1 occaſion, I am determined to diſcourſe to 
= you from theſe words, by che requeſt of 
1 my Tate mot: dear, truly reverend, and worthy 
brother, and your ſervam for Jeſus ſakes! to whoſe 
poor remains we have lately been pay ing our laſt 
offices. Had the choĩce been my own, ! I might 
need an apology for ita but as it was his, it muſt 
be conſidered as an argument of his great modeſty, 
and l the extream diſtance he was at from thinking 
1 2 highly of himſelf. It would indeed have been one 
1 of the laſt ſubjed I ſhould have- trof, with 
relation 40 a perſon of ba warne. Cat uncommon 
a charaian, {1-17 of 3100 | 
If meer difference 205 opinion could have funk 
Ni in my eſteem, I had now an occaſion (after 


Hot ſuch a change; ſince the compariſon he made 
— bimſelf to a _— and u 9 — 

i not appear to me a ,\ tho it 10 
* yer wherein we ifered: 1 ond. as lixtle ex- 
to conyince; as to be convinced; and there- 

e did not giye kim tha trouble of an objection, 

but ſilently acquieſced ; leaving bis error (which was 
does ** ht Nb " 8 appuehen- 


many others in the courſe of intimate converſation) 


lion, 3 


" e . - - 
* * * 2 1 8 " TI = 5 = 
1 : — wh, 1 ag Yr Sa a — eee 3 Zh N 
5 _ 3 * _— Tee _ — 8 * 
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C m. Attempt ſomething, 


( 2 ) 


gon on, to be corrected, and removed by the light of 
that better world, which would ſoon receive him. 

And now II am, by the will of the dead, obliged 
to make what imprbvement I can of the foundation 


laid for me, for the benefit of the living; their's 


particularly, who were lately his hearers, and are 


now mine, whilſt J ſtand in his room, whom we I 
know we are to ſee no more in this our world, until! 


the reſtitution of all oy gs. 

At the ſame time, t _ falfkhis defies I cannot 
ſatisfy myſelf or you, if I do not exceed it, and the 
7 limits which ſeem to be NOT | me. 


e e the whole T e 172 * LY 


1 To W this: ert in ids coherench,. 145 


10 how it may be underſtood by us; And {5 


M* What uſeful inſtructions it may ſerve.to con- 
Fc! to us. And having done this at the deſire 
the dead, I hall next, to anſwer the moſt 

" reaſonable expectation of the living, 


and haſty draught, of the character of the 
lately deceaſed; whence may 1 ph how lit- 
le reaſon we have to apply the figurative ex- 
preſſions in the text to him, as We may p- 
A he applied them to himſelf. And 


I ſhall conclude with VO "conſequent re- 


. RING advices, E-) 0 


erk 440 


3. Ti 


Wee I obs am to elmfider: che-1 text in ins coke . 


Lence, and how it may be underſtood by us. A 
bruiſed reed ' ſhall he not break ; ant 20 ſoaking 
ar Kall be mot quench” 

The moſt High is here ee as ſpeaking 
of the Meſſiah ; and ſo what is ſaid, we are to ſup- 
ſe, has the ſanction of ſupreme authority to 
n 2 read 8 WROW together, _ 


7 J my 
N . ; 
W y \ 
: 


or offer an imperſect 


3 


30 


is cloſely „ 5 contains the four firſt ver- 
ſes of this chapter. v. I. Behold my ſervant. whom. 
Iupbold, mine elef in whom my ſoul algen. baue 
put my ſpirit upon him he ſball bring forth judgment 
10 the Gentiles. v. 2. He ſhall not cry, nor lifi Ups) 
nor cauſe his voice to be heard in the. ſtrect. v. g. 
A bruiſed reed ſhall he not break; and the ſmoaking. 
flax ſhall he not quench : be ſhall bring forth Judge 
ment unto truth. v. 4. He Hall not fail, nor be dife. 
couraged; until be have ſet judgment in the earth. i 
and the iſles. ſpall wait for bis iu. N 
Here we may. obſerve, 
1. The work which this great ſervant of G 
had given him to do. He was to ſet judgment in the. 
earth; he was to bring it forth unto truth; and to. 
the Gentiles, as well as to the Jews. In the Evan- 
eliſt, (a) (where theſe Taucher are quoted with, - 
2 op variation, ) the phraſe uſed, v. 20. is --- fill he 
fend forth judgment unto victory. The ſenſe of 
which I cannot better expreſs, than in the words of 
a (b) great man in his paraphraſe, , <+ To. cauſe true 
religion to be ſpread triumphantly over all the 
c“ world, and be eſtabliſned for ever; inſomuch, 
<« that even the gentile world ſhall be converted 
* by his doctrine, and publick] profeſs his name 
56. and religion. The ies hall # wait for * aw. 
v. 29. In his name. ſpall the Gentiles truſi. 9 8 


2. The favour, 0 and 5 en- 
couragement and ſucceſs, which was ta attend him 


from-the Almighty Father, who ſent him ; implied 
in theſe expreſſions : Behold. my ſervant whom I up- 
Hold, mine elect in whom my ſoul delighteth : \ T have 
put my ſpirit upon him be Hall bring forth judg- 
ment. unto truth; i. e. effectually confirm, and * 
n 5 truth of the e he rie . 
Minors cal Mat, xi is 0) Dr. Curt. F 


— och; — — 


_ 7 a * , 
4G 


fall not n nor be diſc onraged; until hs his fot fudg- 


(3) 


ment in the earth. 
3. We have the method to be taten by Bier in 


doing pes work of God, and in purſuit of fo no- 


bie ar and glorious a deſign. And this we have in the 
2d. and 3d. verſes. b. 2. He ſhall not try, nor 
tift 1p, nor cauſe bis voice to be heard in the Preet. 


1. e. His kingdom was to come, and be erected in 


the moſt peaceable manner: his management 


would be in all meeknefs and humility; without 


noiſe and oſtentation; without ftrife and conten- 
tion; tumult and diſturbance. Therefore we find 
him ſo often retiring from his enemies, and charg- 
ing thoſe on whom he had performed miraculous 


_ cures, that they fhowld not niake him tnoum. Upon 


fuch an 6ccafion it was, that the Evangelift quotes 


_ this propheſy concerning him. He did not ſhew, 
and make the moſt of himſelf; as felf-defigning im- 
poſtors might have done: His voice was not beard 5 


on high after their manner. 

It is then farther added in the gent verſe, which 
is the third, and that now to be cotiſidered 5' 4 
bruiſe# bed ſhall he not break x | aud the ſmoaking 
flax Hall he not quench. 


Under thefe figures, che Derks and gentle- 


neſs of Chtift is elegatitly deſcribed. 4 reed, or 
ftalk of corn ſhaken, lodged, and bruiſed |  ſtor- 


my winds, or violent rains, he will not break; 
but (on the contrary) ſtren ngthen and ſupport it, 


that it may yet riſe, and ſtand, grow, and bear fruit. 
A bruiſed 45 ſhall he not 5 and the ſmoaking 
ou Hall he not quench. By flax, we may under- 

and the match of a lamp; (or candle ;) which 


may be called flax, as compoſed of ſuch mate- 


rials. Smoaking flax, may ſignify a lamp while it 
burns dimly, as being but juſt lighted, and ſo not 
* or from defect of oil, which ſhould 


keep 


keep up the flame. The fame word is uſed, (a) 
when the eyes of Eli are faid to begin to wax dim, 
that is, through age and defect of vital moiſture. 
I The great Redeemer will not quench the_ſmoaking 
F flax; or extinguiſh the lamp ready to die of itſelf; 
becauſe for the preſent, it gives ſo languid and ob- 
* ſcare, ſo faint and dying a light: but (inſtead of 
that) will take that care of it which is needful, re- 
move what is ſuperfluous and hurtful, and ſupply 
what is neceſſary to feed and cheriſh the flame, 
that it may brighten, and give more and more light. 
A britiſed reed fhall he not break; and the ſmoaking 
flax ſhall he not quench. 3 
No this we may apply to the general intereſt of 
* religion, and the kingdom of Chriſt in the world; 
5 or to particular perſons, with a more immediate re- 
1 ference to a future ſtate. IO 
t. We ma apply it to the general intereſt of 
religion, and the kingdom of Chrift in the 
world. Tho* Jrael be not gathered, and the King- 
dom of God, adminiſtred by this ſervant of his, 
(in tobom he delighteth, and to whom he hath given 
the important  commiſſion,) has but ſmall begin- 
nings, and ill treatment; and ſo is as a bruiſed reed, 
or ſmoaking fax; yet he will not fail, or be diſcon- 
raged, and give up the glorious cauſe. A bruiſed 
reed ſhall he not break, and ſmoaking flax ſhall he 
not 88 until he ſend forth judgment unto victory; 
until the pleaſure of the Lord proſper in his hand. 
He will expect until his enemies are made his foot-ſtool; 
until his Goſpel be preached unto all nations, and he 
believed on in the world, tho' firſt received up into glo- 
79. The glorioiis cauſe, of truth and neſs 
(tho? diſpiſed) ſhall get ground, and prevail at laſt : 
not by carnal weapons, nor any of the terrors of 
this world; not by pride and faction, and a tor- 
rent of ill nature; but by mild and gentle me- 
%%% „„ thods; 


— ac — 4 


(6s) 


thods 3 not diſpiſing the day of faul things, but 
encouraging good diſpoſitions, cho imperfect, 


and not yet victorious. Such was his perſonal 
conduct. Thus we read, (a) That beholding a cer- 


tain perſon, he loved him; tho' he had only concern 

enough for eternal life to make him do many things, 

and to be en gy that he could not find in his 
the world for it. And his mi- 


heart to part wit 
niſters and diſciples are in their management and 
behaviour to conform themſelves to him. It is the 
law of his kingdom, that they who blindly oppoſe 


themſelves to it, ſhould be inſtructed with meekneſs, 


and that others by goodneſs be led to repentance. 
Thus was true, real primitive chriſtianity at firſt 
propagated : nor is a thing of that nature ever 
to be ſpread by other means, Which aſſertion I 
would, however, have underſtood in a way conſiſtent 
with all the inſtances of plain and faithful dealing: 
but unneceſſary roughneſs and ſeverity (eſpecially 
for meer miſtakes of judgment) is not the ſpirit 
and way of Chriſt, or the genius of his religion. 
It is by the contrary method, that he would have 
his kingdom enlarged and maintained. 


2. It is the ſame gentle method which this great | 


Meſſiah takes with particular perſons, with a more 
immediate reference to a ſtate of life to come. The 
greatſhepherd of the ſheep, and biſhop of ſouls, will ten- 


1s boſom 


_ derly. conſider every one's caſe. He will gar the. 


lambs with his arms, and carry them in 


and gently lead thoſe that are with young: He has-pa- 


tience eyen with the impenitent and ungodly, en- 
dures them with much long ſuffering, and waits t0 


be gracious to them: and whoever confeſs and for- 
ſake their fins, may depend upon his executing) 
his commiſſion in giving them. eternal life. He has 

ſaid, (b) Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they, ſpall. 
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-falvation ; and fo bring forth judgment unto victory. 


ze comforted. When he wounds and bruiſes, when he 


rebules and chaſtens, it is on a ſalutary deſign, to 
engage us to be zealous and repent, that it may go 


well with us in the world to come. And he ſees 


there is one way or other need of it, when we are 


in beavineſs thro*- manifold temptations; and will not 
Aight our endeavours to bear them patiently, and 


make a good uſe of them. A bruifed reed will be 


not hreat, the ſmoaking fax will he not quench. He 
will not diſcourage even ſmall beginnings of a re- 


formation, and a new life: but cheriſh them; that 


by his aſſiſtance of weak, tho' real and hearty ef- 
forts, principles of religion, of virtue and good- 
neſs, may at length become victorious. 

In ſhort, he will not abandon the mournful peni- 
tent: He will not be ſtrif to mark what is amij3, 
nor enter into judgment for it; but will abundantly, 
in the name of him that ſent him, pardon thoſe that 


are qualified for pardon, by returning to their du- 
ty. He wil tenderly own the leaf of his ſervants; 


e moſt defective in their intellectuals, and virtu- 
ous attainments; if juſtly conſcious of hearty and 
ſteady endeavours to be wiſer and better. Theſe 


he will own as his brethren, ibo“ the leaſt of them. 


He will deal gently with the ſincere; tho? as yet 
weak and imperfect, and ſtruggling (as it were) for 
life: and as they wait on him, they ſhall renew their 
ſtrength. He will not diſcountenance, but encou- 
rage their feeble, and almoſt unſucceſsful ſtriving, 
if ſerious and in good earneſt. He will not quench 
the ſmoaking flax,” but aſſiſt in order to the kindling 
it into a flame. He is ready to ſtrengthen @ weak 
Faith, that it may be victorious over the world; 
and godly ſorrow, that it may work repentance: 
hope and love, that it may purify the heart, and 
command the life, and effectually - ſecure” our 


Or 
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Nor will he forget his faithful, (tho? very imper- 
fect,) ſervants, in days of adverſity; but, as be 
q knows their frame, will remember that they are but 
318 | duſt, and comfort them in all their tribulations ';- be 
L With them in the fire. and in the water, in ſix and in 
ſeven troubles. We have not an high Prieft, *vho 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
our frailties, our doubts and fears; ſince he was 
in all points tempted like as we are, ſin only excepted: © 
and as be ſuffered himſelf, being tempted, he is able, 8 
and inclined, 10 ſuccour them that are tempted, He 
will guide even the weakeſt of his faithful ſervants © 
Zy his counſel, until he receive them to His glory. 0 
Having conſider'd the text in its coherence, and 
how it may be underſtood by us; I now proceed © 
to what is he deſign of it, viz. 85 


Gen. II. What uſeful inſtructions may this ſerve 
to convey to us: or what reflections may we make 
upon what has been ſaid. e | 12 
ſerve to convey to us, or at leaſt to eſtabliſh us in, WM 
uſt ſentiments of the nature of Him chat ſent him, 3 
whoſe ſon and ſervant he is. We are to conſider 
this great perſon, as the brightneſs of His glory, 
bis * ee the moſt N pere 
repreſentation of Him in his moral attributes, 
which are indeed the chief glory of the Deity. 
We are to reflect upon him, as a pure and uncorrupt- 
ed ſtream from the high original, and fountain 
of all equity and goodneſs. His God and Father 
is with him, upbolds him, and delights in him. if 
And the mild and gentle me he obſerves, 
-are entirely agreeable to HIS will. He came to 
do it, delighted in it, as one that had his law deeply 
engraven on his heart. As good therefore as our 
dear and bleſſed Jus muſt appear to be, * 


| more good than the cop, Tom whom be tame 
= fortb. The mind of the one is the mind of the other. 
He who was in the boſom of the father, has derlared 


Fim to us, as 4 God of truth, und without the leaſt 


iniquity. And this is indeed loudly proclaimed. to 
us by all His works, and by the nature and reaſon of | 
es 4 when duly attended to. All His ways art 
judgment; for be —— be tempted with evil. PER- 
FECT WISDOM and ALMIGHTY POW- 
ER muſt make it abſolutely impoſſible, that 
HE ſhould be ſo tempted: It muſt then be no leſs 
impoſſible for us to reverence, adore, love, and 
truſt this G D and FAT HER of our Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt too much. In the next place, 
2. What has been ſaid ſhould teach us to {et a ve- 
ry high eſteem, and value on this moſt excellent and 
ſingular ſervant of God, and the religion he has re- 
commiended to us. Miniſters of the goſpel are mo 
employed, when  tbey preach not themſelves, | but 
 Chrift Jeſus the rar ig He came to 15 the works 
of the Devil, and to bring us ts GOD, and make 
us like Him. The religiom of Jeſuss of this nature 
and tendency ; and they are not Chriſtian deſigns 
and methods, which are contrary to it. Jeſus Him- 
ſelf was meek, lowly, and gentle; and chey that 
are like him, and p 20 him, are ſo too. They 
who &now and do Hs will, promote the intereſts of 
true goodneſs in the world; and that by no unſuit- 
able methods; by none that are inconſiſtent with 
che methods which He Himſelf purſued, and His 


Apoſtles after him. True Chriſtidu religion is a glo- A 


rious thing, and worthy of all acceptation. 

3. After what has been ſaid, this reflection is na- 
tural, viz. how unrighteous muſt they be, who en- 
tertain diſhonourable thaugits of Chridionity for 
the all temper and conduct of thoſe who take upon 
wi the Chriſtian 3 * Wbo does 


ow 855 


Cw) 


not know, that they give a lie to their profeſſion ; 
and are not what they N to be? Are they like 
HIM whom they call their LOR D? Or, do the 

obey the Laws of his Kingdom? Was not HIS 


life altogether pure and unblemiſhed ? his doctrine 


after godlineſs ; and all his laws holy, juſt and good? 
What iniquity were his enemies ever able to con- 


vict HIM of? Was HE ever proud or inſolent, 


unrighteous or cruel? Is HE well pleaſed with 
thoſe that are ſo, for being called by His name? 
Nay, has He not expreſsly ſaid, that he will diſown 
all the workers of | iniquity at the great day? If we 
think diſhonourably of Chriſt, becauſe ſo few who 
name His name, behave as they ought; we muſt for 
the ſame reaſon, think as diſhonourably of the head 
of Chriſt, which is GOD; becauſe ſo many who 


profeſs to know him, in their works deny him: and 


ſo all natural religion muſt be diſcarded, as well as re- 
vealed, or what is peculiar to revelation. . 0 
4. It is yet great pity, that fo few of the diſciples 


of Feſus bear any tolerable reſemblance of their 


Maſter. He was meek, lowly, and gentle; but 
they have learned of another maſter, to be proud, 

eviſh, paſſionate, inſincere, unjuſt, malicious, 
cruel, and the like. And it is yet greater pity, that 
any of theſe ſhould be found amongſt thoſe, who 


pretend a mighty zeal for the truth and honour of 


Chriſt, and are ready to engroſs the Chriſtian name, 
excluſive of thoſe who profeſs, and practiſe too, 
the juſteſt veneration for Him, and demonſtrate it 
by the ſtrict obedience of their lives; meerly upon 
the account of different apprehenſions in matters of 
diſpute. | Theſe are quick to diſcern a mote in their 
brother”s eye; but are quite inſenſible of a beam in 
"their own eye. If it be kindly granted, that they 
know what they ſay, and whereof they affirm in the 

cControverſies wherein they furiouſly engage; yet 
B _ may 


Chriſt, and give an account of our ſe | 
by Him ſhall judge in righteouſneſs * Then it will be 
fully known, whether honeſt, virtuous, pious, and 


GD 
may it not be truly ſaid of em, that they know no- 
thing as they ought to know, for want of charity? 


. 


and would they not better pleaſe their maſter, and 


| ſeek things that are His; if their angry breath grew. 


cooler, and the law of kindneſs was engraven on 
their hearts and tongues? GOD. IS LOVE, and 


the CHRIST OF GOD, being of one mind. 


with Him, is LOVE. too; the /am, and the end 
of the law, is LOVE; and the ſpirit of Chriſt is a 
ſpirit of LOVE. Why ſhould the zealots. for 
truth forget ſuch Truths as Theſe? Can any be of 


more importance? Will any appear to be of greater, 


when we muſt all ſtand before the geen, 1 of 
ves to God, who 


charitable men tho' miſtaken, or their angry bre- 


thren, who diſowned and rejected them, and /aid,** Let 


God be glorified,” beſt. adorned their profeſſion. 
And before that time, for my part, I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that this matter is already paſt all doubt in 


the world of ſincere, and good ſpirits above us, where 
none, upon any pretence whatever, deal in proud 


ONE +: noel | 6 

g. We ſee the beſt diſpoſition and behaviour can be 
no defence againſt the inſults of unreaſonable men. 
Chriſt, Feſus Himſelf, as meek and lowly, as gentle, 
kind and good as he was, was deſpiſed and rejected of 
ſuch men, and by that means @ man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with. grief. He paſſed for a deceiver of 
the people. His charitable and beneficent, affable 
and courteous temper, his gentleneſs and goodneſs, 
a wine-bibber, and a friend of publicans and finners. 
And even his miraculous doing good was aſcribed to 
the power of the Devil. And: tho? he neither ſaid 


drew on him the reproach o 7. a man gluttonous, 


carped 


gor did any ching ani/s od every thing almoſt was 


} — 


. 
carped at, miſrepreſented, and ill conſtructions put 
upon it. As peaceable as He was, His faithfulneſs 
to HIM that ſent him, | expoſed him to fuch rage, 
and kis goodneſs to ſich envy, that he was continu- 
ally traduced as turbulent and feditious, an enemy to 
Ca ſan; and what not ? He went about doing good 3 
yet was treated worſe than a robber and murtherer, 
ſuch a one at his death being preferred before him. 
Whilft he was ffriving againſt ſin, he endured the 
reproaches and contradittions of ſinners againſt bim- 
elf: and all the days of his life, Jeſus of Nazareth, 4 
vas a name attended with ſcorn and infamy. And ® 
it was afterwards eſteemed a very ſeandalous thing F 
to be one of his followers. What greater contempt a 
and affront could be offered him, than by. /p1tting 1. 
in his face? The diſciple is not above his maſter, r. 
the ſervant above his lord. His apoſtles were treated 
as men that turned the world up fide dum; and man- 
kind are the ſame in all ages. One would think, fuch 
as profeſs the Chriſtian name ſhould give better quar- 
fer to their brethren in the ſame profeſſion. But it 
is not ſo. The profeſſion is indeed efteemed honou- 
rable by the moſt: but many a time it is found, 1 
that nothing more expoſes a man, than an invio- 1 
lable fidelity to our one Maſter in heaven, appearing, A 
in à ſteady and univerſal obſervance of His laws. 
Nor is the Religion of Jeſus any more confidered as 
à Religion of Love, zealous Love. It is ſo indeed 1 
in our Bibles : but if thoſe were thrown away, 1 4 
doubt we ſhould be at a loſs where to find it; at leaft E 
it would be vain to ſeek it in the erowd:; In out Bi- BJ 
bles, a good life is made the proper foundation for i 
brotherly love; and ſo plainly too, that he who runs » 
may read it. But we have now a. ſort of Chriftians 
in the world, who ſeem to make a merit of ſound- - 
ing an alarm, to put people on their guard againſt 1 
thoſe, as dangerous men, who not only teach, but 4 
IPD.” | SD practiſe 
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practiſe the —— of the goſpel; viz. That 
without hotineſt'no man fhall ſee the Lord; and that 
the Grace of God in Chriſt enjoins us to deny all un- 
godlineſs, and worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, righ-- 


bash, and odly, ooking for the _—_ hope. 


6. Let us however be ſenſible of the perfect rea- 
ſonableneſs, and vaſt advantage of the Chriſtian 
fpirit and behaviour. They who would ſeem to car- 
ry on the kingdom of Chriſt by other methods, 
than thoſe which He thought fit to recommend by 
his doctrine and example, do but diſparage, injure, 
and weaken it. They know not what they do, nor 
that ſpirit they are of. If thoſe Chriſtian methods, 
and uo other, had been duly employed by the pro- 
feſſed followers of Chriſt, to enlarge His kingdom; 
then knowledge might long ago have been fo encreaſ- 
ed; as to cover the earth as the waters cover the bot- 


tom of rhe ſear: then all the kingdoms of the earth 
YZ might now have been the kingdoms of the Lord, and 


of His Chriſt, more than N have ever yet been. 
The true Chriſtian Religion was at firſt ſpread by 


3 — of it's own preſcribing, and it Is never 
3 be propag opa gated by any other. Thoſe other methods 
® ob 


& it's progrefs, and warr'd the glory of the 


| © Chriſtian Nite © True goodneſs is 2 light which 


nes before men, and will, whenever attended to, 


be ſure to attract and charm. And what can be 

more reaſonable, than that we ſhould conform to 
1 our Maſter, and imitate Him? That we ſhould 
earn wiſdom and meekneſs of Him? Can we ob- 
ſerve a better pattern than HTS? Should not His 


gentle conduct towards us, be the rule of our be- 
viour towards one another? He will not break the 


3 * bruiſed reed, nor wht the baking flax : Wh 
4 then ſhould we do it? W L 


Inftead of paſſing raſh and uncharitable cenſures, 


4 WE? and bitter INVectives, would it not be 


a 1 8 better, 
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better, to put the . beſt conſtructions, we can rea- 


ſonably, upon the words and actions of others; 
bear one another's hurthens; obſerve and cheriſh any 
thing that is good in our neighbours, tho? it be not 
yet victorious? Charity hopeth all things. *Tis good 
and lovely for the ſtrong to bear the infirmities of the 


doc at, and to reftore a. fallen brother in the ſpirit of 


meekneſs. If ſuch a Chriſtian behaviour is not ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure us againſt ill treatment from men; 
yet we may depend upon it, that it cannot fail of 
acceptance with Him who will be our judge. How 
unrighteous ſoever the world is; we may be ſure, 
we have to do with one, who will do right, and give 
eternal life to them, who by a patient continuance in 
well doing ſeek for it. He ſhall appear to their joy; 
when their brethren, who ſcornfully, and upon pre- 
tence of the glory of GOD, rejected them, Ball 
be aſhamed (a). Therefore, in the laſt place, | 


. Let the ſincere diſciples and followers of Chriſt re- 
Joice in the proſpect of a judgment to come. From the 
gentleneſs of Chriſt, who is to be the judge, it may be 


concluded, that all His e will be perfect - 
[ 


ly juſt and equitable ; That he will not lay on any one 
more than is right. He will now, and then too, 


deal gently, kindly, and graciouſly with fouls that 


are fincere, tho' weak and imperfect. Let ſuch 
therefore encourage themſelves in the remembrance 
of him. But at the ſame time, Let them endea- 
vour to grow in grace; and ſo do their beſt, take 
the propereſt method, to ſecure to themſelves at 
their death an abundant entrance into the kingdom of 
our Lord... 1 „ 8 

Having thus diſpatched what my Text might 
lead me to; in doing which I have endeavoured to 
offer you ſuch inſtructions from it, as appeared to 


(a) Iſaiah Ixvi. b. 5. 7 
| me 


OC 

me moſt ſuitable in a funeral diſcourſe for the per. 
ſon, who has now left this world, too unworthy of 

him; now to anſwer the moſt reaſonable expecta- 


tion of the living, Lam, 
1 . 


Gen. III. To attempt ſomething as to the character 
of the deceaſed. Ach tho? I eannot now pretend to | 
offer more than a very imperfect and haſty draught , 
of it; yet even thence may appear, how little rea- | 
ſon we have to apply the figurative expreſſions in 
the Text to him, ſo far as we may ſuppoſe he ap- 
plied them to himſelf. 5 os 

I amy conſcious of my own inſufficiency to do 
him juſtice ; eſpecially in ſuch a ſtrait of time for 
preparatory” Studies; and under the diſadvantage 
of bodily indiſpoſition, brought on, me (as I up: 
poſe) by the ſhock I felt, when conſtrained: to take 


my laſt farewel of him, while yet in the land of the 
Aliving. Here, indeed, is no' occaſion for art to ſet 
. off, and make the moſt of a defective character. 
Nor could one be diſtreſſed for materials, who had 

fewer DOI than I ro know, what manner 
of perſon he was, and what manner of life he led. (a) 


(a) Thereſtof this diſcourſe, as-it was deliver'd at Trowbridge 
Jan. 7. firſt in the place of worſhip lately of the now deceaſed; 
and afterwards, in the evening of the ſame day, in that of the 
reverend Mr. Thomas Lucas, to a much larger auditory ;. the rea- 
der will find verbatim in the latter part of the following account; 
the whole, including his character, being (as I was aſſured) uni- 
verſally acceptable, and the publication of it deſired; none, that 
I cou'd hear of amongſt them, being at all diſpoſed to charge me 
with flattering the memory of my friend, who had there ſpent 
the laſt three years and an half of his time and labours ; the ma- 
terials, I have ſince collected, chiefly reſpecting the former part 
of his life, as entirely agreeable to, and tending to ſupport the 
character I had at firſt given of him; it muſt appear neceſſary 


— 


that theſe ſhou'd come firſt in order. 
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| 95 Of the late Reverend 10 
Mr. ' Hubert Ged. i 


R. Hubert Stagden was born Fan. 9 3 * 12, 

LY 4 in a village called Boddicot, near Aae, in = 

| Oxfordfeire. His grandfather by the mother was,..l © 

.. ſuppoſe, the reverend Mr. Francis Hubert, called, 

. thro? an e by Dr. Calamy, (a) Hubbard, 
1 


the Son of Francis Hubbard, or Hubert, of London, 
Eſq; by whom he was diſinherited, for his noncon- = 
formity, of a conſiderable eſtate; which otherwiſe 4 
would have deſcended to this grandſon. ' He is re. 
Preſented as a man of great piety, and wonderful 
<c patience under wry: crofles, and trials; of 
* which he had a co able ſhare.” I ſhall 
take the liberty of tranſcribing -one paſſage, which 
been to the cloſe of his life, vx. When ſend. 
« ing for a F he declared, it was becauſe = 
c he thought it was, his duty to to uſe means; but not 
+ that be was fond of life, or "frat , death, that 
he deſired his ANſtance: for, Jays he, thro* grace 
1 can foy, it is no more to = to die, than 10 un- 
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&-4refs.aud gee bed”; His daughter, os Flitebeth 
Hubert, diſpoſed of in marriage to; the reverend 
Mr. Robert 1 was::by the brightneſs of her 
faculties, and a moſt virtuqus and pious diſpoſition, 
the ornament of her ſex. Mr. Robert Stogdon was 
alſo pibus, and faithful im the diſcharge of the mini- 
ſterial furction, which he hat undertaken amongſt 
the diſſenters. They lived together in the-greneclb 
tenderneſs. of affection. Ni 9DGCH 55 £1 10} V0 3552 
' He dying in the year 1697, | ſome of. his relati- 
ons, came: from; Devon/aire (which! was his native 
etinty);t6; vibe wwideto.and> fatherleſs.y and at 
their ar took with then the eldeſt ſon; called 
Hubert, from the ſirname o his mother, being then 
but between five and fix; years of age. And! thus, 
from dab Exon became the place of his edu- 
cation; Which was regular and pious.; Where he 
ſſed che immediately ſuecteding Wanfy years, of 
his life. 1 o 217 2b1gwoel mid vo nenn 397 7 
So muchas obſervable in his childhood, as — 9 
ed the expectation of thoſe that knew him. It 
was an eaſy conjecture, that, if GOD ſpared him, 
kinds val kurpaG; he: common level * un- 
413. in e Fi # £ 74 
Wich a view at his deſign'd character, ihe; 0 at 
firſt placed under the inſtruction of the miniſter; of 
the pariſh of Mhitbercomb Rawleigh. But HO Ron 
removed thence to the free - ſchool in Exo. 
His capacity and inclination were ſuch, that * 
learning ſuitable to his age found an eaſy; made to 
his mille ſo chat his proficiency. in the know ledge 
of the tongues was quickly obſerv d. | 
Having finiſhed this part of life, his bend was, chat | 
of a ſtudent. in 2 private academy, inothat city 
where. his behaviour was ſuch, as drew reſpect from 
all.. What opinion his Tutor had of him, 27 
| _ time of his being W 2 and ee | 
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hall here offer the reader; as that gentleman has 


He had generally a ſerious air in his languages 


7 4 RO Ae ib + #S © Sh 2844 — 2 


expreſs'd it, in a letter with wick Re His obliged 
yo the preſent occaſion; as follgws, von 
For ought I could ever obſerve;:and: learns: 
* Mr. Stogdon was a young man of a ſober life, and 
<< religioully inclined. He had an eager thirſtafter 
knowledge,; eſpecially after that of the ſcriptur Hi 
He was diligent in his ſtudies: as appeat*d by the 1 
eedy progreſs he made in moſt parts of learning. 8 
By his exerciſes he diſcover d great acuteneſs and 
idity of judgment. He had an uricommon geni- 

c us for poetry. He took great delight in peru 
ce the latin poets; with whom he was familiar. 


1 


and demeanour: yet would be very pleafint and 
facetious in converſation; but withoutiatry' biting ? 
2 ny. — eaſily make a 1 edgnte 1 
of his capacity, improvement; by 1 
<< let written by him — * the cloſe of his ſtudies 
<< under ww care, the title of which was, H De- 
<< fente of ibe Caveat aguiuſt the new felt of Anabap- E 
« zits,” &c. in anſwer to Mr. Reed's Reply. The 1 
occaſion of his publiſhing it was this.. 1 
Mr. Reed, now a Clergyman in che eſtabliſhed 
<« Church, was once a — mine; and for ſome 
time continued under my care and inſtruction. 
« Bur at lengch he was removed to Oxford, and en- 
ce ter'd a. commoner at Batiol college. Upon his 
* return thence to this city, having eſpouſed ſome 
h and rigid notions, he often gave it as his 
2 — that haptiſn, as adminiftred among the 
<« aiſſenters, was and invalid. Hereupon he 
6c. 1 it his duty to be baptized by ſome Cler- 
* .gyman of the national church ; that he might ob- 
ec. tain valid baptiſm. Accordi gly he was bap- 
<<" tized dn 2 Pariſh church ſs y- Ve, * 


Ihe 
3 3 F 


2 
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„This inſtance of rebaptization made v great 
5 noiſe in theſe parts. Hereupon the reverend Mr. 
«, Fobu Withers, of Exeter, wrote a pamphlet 1 in- 


e titled, 1 Caveat againſt the new ſec? . Amibap- 


« fiſte, Ae im which he proves the unr 


c neſs of this practiſe. To this in ſomèe time Mr. 


% Reni, iſhed a re Mr. Mitbers not being 

[4 at oe Ned Tek ſo young; Was n! 

ed fit to be ed in this controverſy; and 

e publiſhed, If Ale time, a ſmart arid judicious 
4 anfwer to Mr. Reed's reply ; 3 entitled. as; above 

10 It was printed in the year 1714. 

„His way of preaching; was very e el 

acceptable 0, moſt. The ſermon” he has pub- 

'«« liſhed, diſuobers his ability for that würlt, en- 

$6: titled, The:Charatter of a primitive Prturber. It 


:46 was preacked' at Thorvortony a few miles lence, 


4 to a people; who had for ſome time his ſtared 
e labours; and afterwards in Exeter, before his 


5 removal from them and us. It was printed here 
ee by, and for, Mr. Audneu Brice in 1918, wich 
% a 1 a— to the church, meeting. at 


66 " the ace above mentioned. ot Dit 

08 One thifg I'obfervediof Wan denier his firftreo- 
12 ming to me, viz, He would not enterta in opi- 5 
[4 nions, fromthe: j ent of others. \He:always 
called for proof. He had no notion of caking 
up his ſentiments from human authority! No- 


. rg would move, but reaſon'and argument.“ 


From others, with whom he lived and oonverſed, 
I am afſured;:: that: he' was' always remarkable for 
Krict piety, and a comverſation exceeding agreea 
and uſeful ;; and that his publick — were 


nee acceptable. Met 


| Herenter'd' En the miniſtry in the 29& Fear of 
this age: and was, for ſome ſhort: time, chaplain'to, 


3 Davy, Bart. at Dy near Crediton: ther 
then, 
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He had tompaſſion:on thoſe, whom he ſuppoſed to be 
aut oa the way; and would, by no means; ; uſe ſuch 


F.” NX 
(. 
then returned to Exo: where he dontinud two 
years 3 which was the remainder of his ſtay in the 
cbuity s preaching the former part af the time oc- 
caſiohally, and the latter part af it to the mall 
congreę ation at Thorwor ton above mentioned. 
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ſt. herhationly concurred with! che Webt- S 
nin ler Wenbly, lin their e xplication of the 'Doe- {Mp 
trine of the Trinity 9 e to be bf ſuch Sie 
impoxtance, as to make a departute rom it; ex- 1 
treniely dangerous: And, E hel wWäs in this 1 
fentiment, he. did not: ſpare to declare it; againſt = 
the ſchemes both of Mr. Mbhiſton] and Dr. Cluik!, «= 
to his Friends, and hearers, with ſuch vehemence, i 
a8. conſcientious! principle then excited in him. 9 
But ſtill, the zeal, which governed him, appeared 4 
to be nothing worſe than fervent love, and charity. "0 


m to reclaim them, as every honeſt man, till 
he forget himſelf, muſt be wholly unacquainted 
— His zeal never tranſported him ſo far, as to 
him deſpiſe, or hate a perſon whom he con- 
i ered as erroneous ; or engage him to betray the 
„ 96-2 converſation! Ia hin dhe gare 
er proof. „ ine 515 { Q1 ert 
Ho- — ſoever he Was, aur hit | pleaſed 
Wich a change of ſentiment; he came into it b 
flow degrees, laborious and humble enquiries, wi = 
many prayers! 'and:tears; with much fear and trem- Mt 
bling. Of this Fam aſſured by a very credible wit - 1 
neſs 3 and from a particular account drawn up by a 
himſelf, of his whole behaviour with relation to that 
* which he has left in a 2 5 charaQter behind 
im 
This, if it ever fee the 1 0 af appear very 
much to the advantagę of the author; and give full 
cane to minds not 9 prejudiced, _ 
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| re — 5 and char — f not — | 
ſihly render him, in any degree, unacceptableſto 
the great ſearcher of cheartgciony » οο 31024 e 
"7 19H When upon 2 Jong and deliberate reading, aud = 
& examining both-fides of the queſtion, he ſettled in 
I a perſuaſion contfary:to that, in Which he had been 
educated z and in favour of Which a ſtrong biafs 


3 had lain on his mind; he expreſſed 4 ——— 
zt, as more clear, conſiſtenty and feriptural than 
be former, to ſome who did not treat him, as he hat 
treated others but ſpread the matter in the city 
Pibere he lived: by which means a great noiſe, and 

clamour were raiſed upon him: ſo t he was ſoon 

#7 Hoaded with opprobrious and pra mar al; names; 

ſuch as Ariau, Deiſt, Aibeiſt, Ce. and charged 

by thoſe, who ſhould better have known him., and 

* derſtood _ waren vit Arge the: Lord _— 

* It being apprehenided, * — a irie whoa 55 ve 

3 mongſt the miniſters, upon Mr. Stagdon's propo- 
ſſing himſelf to them for ordination, at their next 

1 anbiy, which would be in September ſollowing: 

0 51 was engaged in attempting his removal, as an ex- 

| ient to prevent it. It was not long before this, 

I firſt heard of him. Nor did I then know 

him, otherwiſe than by the ill report of ſome; and 

dhe good report of the gentleman, wy whom I was 

thus engaged. f 

IJ was perſuaded, that if * „ ne 

rich me a peaceable retreat; tho? in an obſcure 

— of * world; and — by- a' ſucceſsful at- 

t to draw him hither, I might: 'be! beneficial: to 

If and neighbours, 1 the getting of well . 

— U. 

I knew, that 1 mould herobytl incurr the 5 

f e and of ſome, who had given me real. 


and 
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(22) | 
and>frequient:; todfs of their friendſhip; and ve 
much expoſe Alt But being full ks 8 
whatever Mr.. Stagdon's particular fentiments were; 
whether right, or wrong, the ſame with mine, or 
different froti them one of ſuch a character could ' 2 
not fail of divine acceptance; and that if I were 
aſhamed, or afraid to own him, :I:ſhould not know / | 2 | 
how to anſwer it another day; I ſoon determined 
what to do. And therefore, having firſt ora 
him to a ſmall. fg” e other Lord's 
day aſſembling at F*vokey near Wells, and given * 
them a proſpect of their having, for the future, the 
benefit of confiunt:worthy and being encouraged 1 
by them in my deſi ſent him an invitation 
—_ them, about e in the year 17171. 
| his preaching, the firſt Lord's day, to:that 
poop they raiſed their contributions to the ut- 

tho? very low; and ſent me a letter of thanks, 

for procuring them the offer of a miniſter, ſo high - 
ly acceptable to them; requeſting that there might 
be an rttempt for an augmentation of the ſmall 
maintenance: Which was 1 . 5 made with 
dee i ee ee ie eee 

-— He contimuedirhewirginifier- about y year. For — 
the firſt four of 'them? he delt wir mei; and then 
married. And for the remaining tliree he preached. 

alternately with n miniſter,” at e « and 
Se i eee e e ee avg, 2: BY 

In Auguſt 1718. He was Geb gr. — 
Mallet: dy which I only mean, tliat he ſolemnly - 
devored himſelf to the ſacred office, in the preſence 
of many miniſters, and a great number of people; 

ſome of the former aſſiſting, andleading the: pub. 
lick devotion, whilſt all joiredg in irechnnmending 3 
the labours of the perſon thus devoted; to the divine 
direction, and bleſſing: a ſermon being preached || 
at 1 ſame time, and an exhortation e 7 [ 
X fai 1 


1 


d * 
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frichful diſcharge: of the miniſtry, [then, xpreſs 
and ſolemniy undertaken: as is uſually amon 
proteſtant diſſen ters. a8] * 
His management, and behaviour dn this carts 
ET were ſolemn, and rational, affectionate, and grace- 
* ful. Hr declared himſelf in the following been g 
T8 aigb oo od ind not  HOMIbÞRET 14 nt 
: 2 Ever ry one Gd hem foritiobler ends, dhcp da 
8 to * fro in the earth, and walk up and 
2 in it, and is obliged to do, and to get as 
much good in the world as he is able. And, as 
1 circumſtances now are, I do 3 other 
8 9 , G wherein L be more 
| op er , as uſeful: to others, 
/ 1 2 T2 my ſelf. Lam therefore willi * 
. be judged worthy, to devote my ſ | 
t >< this * an . that] 1 be in a better any 
Ss, % city of working o ſalvation; and be 
* 4 made an inſtrument in t -of be 7 | 
1 » E baren of n FIDEL 
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1 
n : . og — 
; . 4 1 2 60D will ever 8 3 
d 1 20 Qrathss as. to ſearch 5 it impartially, and to 
6 % conform to it univerſally, as far cas know it. 
$ „But conſidering, how Mb 1 1 ami to error my 
elf, and how apt frail man is to call error truth, 
e and truth error; I hope, GOD will euer enable 
3 eme to regulate; and temper wayzexliwari Inn 
„ lity, knowledge, moderation, and charitye 
have been made ſo ſenſihle uf the fad, and 
diſmal conſequences of ſchiſmis, animoſitics, and 
= «© diviſions among Chriſtians z»thatz-unleſy Lan de- 
«ceived, 'Þ as tay 2 life, to 


5 cure 
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% 


Lis hope, ſhall be religiouſly careful never to be 
<« the cauſe of any my ſelf, and do) what f in me 


e miniſter in it. Some of _ 'Brethren tell me, 


that they alſo have a Rh 50 to inſiſt upon certain 


have ſhut me out. Therefore, I am obliged to 


A plade e T 


cefviction. But if they ſhould be miſtaken, and 


</ ther, t'wwould not IJ. But I remember, Peter 


( 24 ) 


«cure thoſe: wounds of the church: therefore, 1 


60 lies, to heal thoſe that are. HN 

. Jeſus Chriſt 1s k ing in r And 
355 eas duch, He only hath authority to determine, 
<< upon what condition any perſon ſhall be made a 


„ conditions, which our Lord and maſter has no 
„ where ſpecified. In this caſe Iwill ſay with St. 
Paul, I will be brought unden the power of no man; 
« nor bow my knee to any, but to Him, to whom 
every knee muſt: bor. For tliis cauſe iy Brethren 


< ſeek my ordination . from me ee ne vo 
do it upon goſpel terms. T 7 
In whatever relation it hall: pleaſe GOD. . £7 
pe to act as one that is ſenſible, 
<« that a faithful diſcharge of all relative duties, is 
t eſſential to chriſtianity, and chat it is in vain to 1 
„pretend to religion without it. _ 
„If at any time I ſhould go ee ; or, TY any ” 
46 of my Brethren ſhould but ſuſpect that I do; if 4 
they will be pleaſed, not to publiſn their ſuſpici- " 
ons to the world, but, bring them directly to 
% me, with their reaſons for them; I hope, GD 4 
will give me grace to reform upon the firſt con- 


v ſhould ſee no reaſon to condemn my ſelf; I 
„ hould, nevertheleſs, return them my chriſtian 
thanks for their godly ee and act after · 
% wards, as I ſee Sh. wh 41 13 i 22 
{171 66 1 feel, methinks, a paſſionate. ee to 
cry out with Peter, T7 all men ſhould forſake 


6 108 can only add, (and Thou, Lord, _— 
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© thy ſervant!) I hope, tho* bonds and impriſon- 
ments ſhould abide me, . tor the cauſe of Chriſt, 


(0 
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XxX vation. „ 


and the goſpel ; none of ir Megs node me © 
neither would I count my life dear, fo I may fini/o 


; 7 , «Oye Tap E n 
ny ceurſe with joy, a. d faithfulneſs, and the mi- 


4 : BIKE £8 . e 
* niltry. T am about ta teceive. 


„Being called to gin an account of my faith in 
publick, doubtleſs it is expected, I ſhould do it 


as a. catholick Chriſtian 3 not as a partiſan. I 


ſhall endeavour. therefore. to confine my ſelf, as 
much as I can, to thoſe things, in which Chriſti- 
ans are agreed, the faith, Which, without, con- 
troverſy, Was once delivered to the ſaints, and for 
Which it is really worth our while earne/ly to. con- 
tend. And ſeeing the principles of the Chriſtian 


religion lie in no yery large compaſs ; I promiſe 
„my {elf an ea pardon, if T am not very long 


| BRANE off ine 5 wor back meth 92 
I believe, there was from everlaſting One, and 


SS 54 
111112 


but One, living, and true GOD ; a ſelf-exiſtent, 
ſelf-ſufficient, independent,” and inviſible” ſpirit, 
whom no man hath: ſeen, or can ſee ; who only batb 
underived- goodneſs, and uncommunicated im- 
mortality; who is infinitely perfect, almighty 
all-knowing, all-wiſe, the original "cauſe of 
all things, intimately preſent in all places, the 
righteous, juſt, and good, and, as the per- 
fection of all, will be ever the ſame, without the 
leaſt variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning. 
I beligve tne writings of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, to be the infallible word of this GOD: 
and therefore receive them, as the only rule of 
my faith, in all things neceſſary te eternal fol; 
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* F rom theſe unqueſtionable records of our holy 
religion I learn, and therefore belieye, there is a 
<« moſt glorious, and divine perſon, now at the 
right hand of GOD; who in the Old Teſtament, 
„ appeared in the form of GOD, ſuſtained the name, 
the perſon, and the character of the great Jeho- 
% vah ; who was the wwi/d, | 
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n of GOD, and the power 
& of GOD, and, in the New Teſtament, is ſtilled his 
&*& Son, Jaſus Cbriſt, GOD the word of GOD the 
& Father, who was. in the beginning with GOD, © 
„ living with him in glory before the world was. 
«c believe in the Holy Ghoſt, who ſearcheth all © 

< things; even the deep things of GOD: l believe 
et him to have been the inſpirer of the ancient pro- 
e phets, the apoſtles of our Lord, and all the ſa- 
& cred perimen of the holy ſcriptures. I believe 
« him to be the ſanctifyer of our natures, the in- 
«© Iightner of our minds, the renewer of our wills, 
the helper of our infirmities, the guide and com- 
fort of our lives, the adminiſtrator of all heaven- 
« ly gifts and grace, and He wiio prepares all the 
«© /ons of GOD for eternal glory, © : 5 
I believe that GOD created all things by Feſus 

«© Chriſt ; both things, in heaven and things, on earth; 

©. viſible, and inviſible; whether thrones, dominions, 

& princapalities, or powers. And as for theſe. hea- 
dens Over our heads, and this earth on which we 
„live, and all the hoſt of them, I believe, they 

* G finiſhed in the ſpace of ſix days, and all very 

| i believe, after the. reſt of G O D's works were 

<« finiſhed, he made one man, and one woman; 
and that of this one blood were made all nations of 
c men, to dwell on all the face of the earth.” I believe, 

« GOD breathed into their Noſtrils the breath of 
life; and gave them living ſouls, thinking ſub- 
8 N he 40 ſtances, 
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ſtances, diſtinct from the body, and ca h of 
exiſting in a ſtate of miſery, or happineſs; tho' 
the body ſhould return to duſt, from whence it 
was firſt taken. _ 
I believe, when theſe our common parents | 
came out of the hand of GOD, they were per- 
fect in their natures, made after GO D's i image, 
holy, righteous, juſt, and good: yet not neceſ- 
1 wg ſo; but indowed with liberty, or natural 
power of chooſing, directing, andgoverning their 
own actions; wich a will not neceſſarily confined 
ood, nor naturally inclined to that which is 
3 but ſuch as made them capable of ſtanding, 
yet in a poſſibility of talling, ſuitable to. the na- 
ture of free agents. 
<« Beſides the law which he was OY eg as a crea- | 
ture, GOD was pleaſed to add this poſitive one, 
as a teſt of his obedience, under the penalty of 
death, viz. Of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, which grows in the midſt of the 20 . thou 


« ſhalt not eat. For in the day 10 eateſt thereof, 


thou ſhalt ſurel die. 
« believe, he hearken'd to the father of lies, 
before the GOD of truth; that he wilfully and 
rebelliouſly took of the fruit, and did eat ; and ſo 
by one man ſin and death came into the world. © | 
<< I believe, hereby Adam, not only became cor- 
rupt, and mortal himſelf; but entailed corrup- 
tion, and mortality upon all his poſterity ; z and 
that we bring theſe unhappy fruits of the tree of 
knowledge} into the world with us, | 
J believe, -G OD foreſeeing that by dale of 
he fall, and the corruption which hereby became 
hereditary to us, all the world woul 7 7 
guilty before him; of his meer grace and 
nefs, was reſolved to put us into a acl of 


oF CY Wc Su once more, B * the 
onour | 


© # 


— 


. 
* honout of his government, the credit of his laws, 
« and the reputation of his holy attributes, requi- 
< red, that ſome hondurable amends ſhould be 
« made to his offended, majeſty ; ſuch, as might 


x RAE 55 ; U 


ce ſhew. his irreconcilable ' hatred to all fin, as well 
<« as his .condeſcending love to the penitent finner, 
& ſuch as might ſerve for the illuſtration of his un- 
&« blemiſh'd holineſs, ' as, well as his unbotinded 
e mercy, and make the finher tremble for his fin, 
s even from the very views of his pardon, 
I believe, purſuant to this gracious, and holy 
e deſign, He ſent Jeſus Chriſt into the world, who 
4 hot only in obedience. to his Father's command, 
«© but from unconceivable love to mankind alſo, 
<< was willing to undertake the glorious, but ardu- 7 
«ous Work of our redemption; engaged both to 
do and ſuffer all thoſe things, that were neceſſary | 
< to prepare the way, and to. qualify him for a 
ce Prevalent r 
e believe, therefore, that he wword ons made 
« Helb, born of a virgin, divelt ambngſt us; be- 
& came in all things, lite unte u,; yet "With- 
< gut ſin. I believe, he taught the will of his Fa- 
„ther ſo as neyer man taught ; that he broughr 
« life and immortality to light, and the'new and living 
* way to it; recommending his doctrine by the 
„ brighteſt example of a holy life that ever Was; 
% enduring.the contradiftion of ſiuners, and continu- 
ally going about doing good for evil, hereby giving 
ce us a pattern. At feng, when the hour was 
i come, and. the powers ee, were perthited, 
le Was btrayed into the hands of ſinful men ; but 
dee he was obedient to the death, and loved unto the end, 
e died the curſed death of the croſs, and bare our fins 
e it bi own body. on the tree ; ſo that henceforth, 
„„ Bins: once h the 
00 ed of the world, Chriſt hath appeared t6 put T7 
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& fin by the fabric of bimfelf, and by once offering; 


« "hath perfefted for ever thoſe that are ſan 


I believe, for this cauſe GOD bath bighly:ex- 
« alted him, and given him à name above every name 


hat at the name of JESUS every Knee ſhould 


«® bow, of. things in beaven, and things on earth, iand 
« hat every tongue ſhould'confeſs,"" that Jeſus Chriſt 


44 Dr ES the FAT HER. 
4 believe therefore, after he had finiſhed the 


of his mediatorial office, and had 
ved, be roſe again from the dead the third 
6 day Y and entred 5 bis glory, and appeared i 
r. pe preſenos F GOD for =: as our forerunner, 
r mediator, uud allvocate. 

I believe, this wordry name of JESUS, is the 
e only name Vun under A Irre 1 can be 
« fed. 

1 Wn" believe;* chat renne  $owards GO D, 
« faith, and obediencetowards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
<'are indiſpenſably neceſſary on our part, before 


er kulfering 


we can lay any claim to the benefits, and privi- 


leges of the covenant of grace. And a Ve- 
* nes therein to the end, I believe as wt 
e the actual poſſeſſion of the Inberitance anong the 
&« ſaints in light. 

H believe, n Cannot thats believe, obey, and 
| ere; unless G0 by his pirit work in 15 
« 1 70 wil, and todo. © 

„But 1 believe, if we ſock, we Gall Wadi if we 
nit, We Jhall perv: for, if earthly parents, be- 


1 ing evil, noed how to give gvol gifts to their thil- 


de NR both Mob ure Tall our heavenly Father, 
give be Bol) Hpirit ro them, obo ak Him. 
e begese 'that ſuch a peculiar people there 
ever -will Pe in the world, Zeulbus of good works, 
c O are Ohriſt ' Hedy, or Qburob; cho perples- 
66) ed, "ye no ee cho“ par/errted, ye not 
FS 7H or 1 88 5 


( go) 


** forſaken ; tho" caſt down, yet not deſtroyed; tho? 
« ftroubled on every fide, yet ſubſiſting; for he hath 
6, promiſed, that the gates of bell ſhall never pre- 
& Hail againſt it. APR \ PE 
I believe, our Lord before his departure, inſti- 
e tuted two rites, which the church hath agreed 
6 to call Sacraments: the one initiatory, and not 

*< to be repeated; the other as an euchariſtical 

« feaſt, in commemoration of his death, often to 
be repeated, for the increaſe of our faith, hope, 

* and charity. And theſe two are. Baptiſm, and 

« the Lord's Supper. es hou £16 9 

e believe, when our Lord a/tended on high, he 

e made proviſion for a goſpel miniſtry to be con- 
tinued, as long as there ſhould be a church mili- m7 
tant; and appointed, not only apoſtles, and prophets, —= 
« and evangeliſts, but paſtors, and teachers to con- | 
s tinue the permanent part of their office; Theſe 

«are to lead, and feed the flock of Chriſt, over 
% which they are appointed biſhops, holding forth - 

« the words of eternal life. The ſame are they to _ 

commit to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach 
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< others, and that from age to age, for the perfect- 
* ing of the ſaints, for the work of, the miniſtry, and 
« for the edifying of the body of Chriſt. | > x 
J believe G | appointed a day, in 
de which He ⁊vill judge the world, both quick, and 
dead, in righteouſneſs, and impartiality, by that 
« man, whom he hath ordained ; of ' which he bath 
given ſufficient aſſurance, in raiſing him from the dead. 
e believe, in order to this, our Lord will de/- 
< cend from heauen with. a. ſhout, with the voice of 
the arch-angel, and the trumpet. 7 GOD; and 

all who are in their graves, ſhall bear bis voice, 
and come. forth; ſome to everlaſting life, ſome to 
ſhame, and everlaſting contempt 5; according to what 
++ they have done in the. fleſh, whether. good or evil. 
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- xe T believe, our Lord will judge men, accord- 
& ing to the different diſpenſations they were under; 
de that he will be juſt, not only when he acquits, 
„ but when he condemns : for, as many as have 
« ſinned without the law, ſhall "periſh without ib 
cc law, and as w_ as have finned under the law, 
« hall be judged by the law. But for all thoſe 
« Who have bY ge ſpel grace, a ſeverer and 
© more painful Funn is allotted, here the 
4e orm dies not, and the fire is not quenched: for if 
&« they, who deſpiſed Moſes's law, ſhall be condemt- 
ce ed without mercy ;, of how much ſorer puniſoment 
« muſt they be thought worthy, who have trodden 
te under foot the Son of GOD," and have counted the 
ce blood of the covenant, an unholy thing, and 4 
c done: 8 unto the ſpirit of grace. 4 
& T believe therefore, theſe ſhall go away" into 
« everlaſting puniſhment, an ite en, ino Me 
& eternal. 
66 Laſtly, I believe, 7 comes the end | when 
« Chriſt ſoul deliver up the kingdom to GOD; even 
the Falher; then ſhall the Son Himſelf be fub = 
* to HIM, who put all thin Nee Ti; chat e 
. may be ALL in LE.“ 
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0e This, N Sich is hd wry ans 
« of my Chriſtian faith; and what I take to be the 
N: make and undiſguiſed doctrine of the 0 
«© which therefore it is my purpoſe, as GO nh 
* call and enable me, to live, preach, and defend. 
«© But as one conſcious'of the weakneſs of human 
« underſtanding, I hope always to lie open to, and 
c to be ready to receive gl ladly y any conviction,” ei- 
* ther from friend, or enemy. And, if in a 
thing T ought to be otherwiſe minded, than I am 
cc at preſent, I truſt GOD will reveal even that 
4 unto ine. MNevertbeleſi, whereunto I have _— 
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. 8 0 mortal man, or men; whether Pope, or 


30 

1 J hope to walk by that ſame rule, and ſhall re- 
«commend to others, plain, Ae godlineſs in 
10 «©: b er, lip, and life; according to that meaſure 
prudence, and underſtanding, which it ſhall 
5 G OD to give ms This is my faith, and 

44 this i is my profeſſion, of which ye are all witneſ⸗ 
oc ſes. And I am ſenſible, that I have ſpoken not 
only before you, but before a heart - ſearching 
«. 68 D, _ will call forth u againſt me, to 
«« reſtify, if 1 OI : * Op TE 


& dimes. 


8 LICK CHRISTIAN, I think it incumbent 
tc upon me, as a member of that part of the CA. 


„ THOLICK. CHURCH particularly, which 
4 PROTESTS againſt the "ERRORS, - and 


<\USURPATIONS of the church of W 
ce farther to declare, 

I do difown any living e Judge of con- 
« troverſies upon earth. 1 5 
SED | ere no other 3 of the mind, 
ct and will of G0. as neceſſary to be believed 
<« in order to eternal, falyation, but the writings 
« of the Old and New Teſtament ; the bang od 


A proteſtant BIBLE. only. 


I renounce that doctrine, which. n to any 


40 man the liberty of reading the ſcriptures, or any 
<6 part of them, under the pretence of the danger 
of broaching hereſy, or his inſufficiency to 

„judge, or the neceſſary infallibiliry, or fafety of 
4 publick faith; - 

I proteſt againſt chat tyramrücal, een 
40 tenet, which denies to any man a liberty of 
% judging for himſelf in the matters of religion; 
or that obliges him to ſurrender his judgment to 


. council; 


0 Ha ajng f my faith, 48. a \ CATHO- 
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(3) 
© Council; ſynod; or afſembly 3 teaching him 10 
call any man maſter upon eatth ; for one is our ma- 
, os OS 
; '* Laſtly, 'Tabhor that barbarous, and inhuman 
principle, of perſecuting any man, on the ac- 
e count of his religion; or of propagating the 
e truth by force, and violence; by plundering, 
i abridging, or clogging any man's natural right 
* of taking the beſt method, that he himſelf can 
e can think of, for the 8 of his own ſoul: 
ce whether by the more ſhock ng methods of fire, 
Mn yp Pe oe: a Fe BEN 5g Tri, ri} ety 9. 
= << faggot, fine, and a priſon; or by the milder, 
„ mote faſhionable ways of e Worth as ſlander, 
«© and calumny, uncharitabſe cenſures, Hard ſpeech. 
8b es, or cruel mot kings. Whatever church profeſſes : 
e and prattiſes theſe, or any of theſe, I 8 1 
ee am not only warranted, but obliged to enter my 
PRO TES T againſt it: which therefore T do; 
e and ſo far refuſe communion, and fellowſhip with 
« any ſuch church, whether, Greek, or Latin; 
& popu, or proteſtant; eſtabliſhed, or tolerated ; 
« leſt I ſhould be partaker of their evil deeds.” And 
HI pray GOD to continue me in theſe principles, 
and in a life ſuitable to them, until 1 ſhall have 
= ©. fmhed my courſe, how dear ſoever it may coſt 


3 3. BHI HIV 0 W Nine 
lmmediately after this ordination, in a Deuonſsire 
Journey, I had occaſion given me, for defending 
my ſelf; on thoſe catholick principles, which Thad 
before publickly profeſſed, in an Ordination Ser- 
mon; by being blamed for concurring wih M Nm— 
= Brethren in this ſolemn affair. And in Oo fol- >. 
| lowing, I had a letter from a miniſter in Luan; 
93 5 Ws acquaints me, łhat, about 4 month be- 
fore that time, a letter had been received there 
from a gentleman in Devon/hire; whoſe name, and 
_ B place 


( 34 ) 


place more particularly, he mentions; giving a 
« very doleful account, of the defection of ma- 
ce ny, eſpecially, of the junior miniſters, from the 
„ common faith to Arian, and Semiarian ſchemes; 
e and asking advice, how thoſe that were ſound 
e ſhould proceed at their aſſembly, to be held 
„ that month.“ And then with relation to the con- 
tents of this letter, and the writer of it, my friend 
in his to me (which lies before me) proceeds as fol- 
lows, „ He charges Mr. Billingſley, with having 
lately made a. tour thro? the county of Devon, 
ec to ſpread theſe notions ; and this with the ſpeci- 
«© ous pretext of promoting a catholick ſpirit. He 
<< tells a ſtory of Mr. Stogdon's being ordained by 
«© Meſſ. Standen, Bowden, Billing fley, and many 
others, after he had been refuſed ordination in the © 
«county of Devon. This letter was read at times, 
& to above 40 Brethren. I vindicate you, ſo far _ 
«as I could, without calling Mr. V veracity | 
„,„ͤ ũͤ'»˖ „ SN 3 
Whether this letter to London was occaſioned by 
any received thence, I am not to enquire: but the 
Fan who wrote it, had an anſwer which he pub- 
. — 
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lickly read in the aſſembl yr. W 

I have offered ſomething in my own defence, as 
to the foregoing charges, in an appendix to a dil; 
courſe entitled, Rational and Chriſtian Principles 
JJ 4 
And upon this occaſion, Mr. $togdon wrote direct- 
ly tothe gentleman in Devonſbire, complaining of the 

report 3 *<* That he was refuſed ordination in that cou 

, &c. deſiring an anſwer, that he [Mr. V.] might 

vindicate himſelf from the imputation of a 
_ * known fal ſhood, if it did not come from him; 
* and propounding a few queries to him; amongſt 
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ce others, whether he could not have acted more 
<« like one, who had a concern for the proſperity _ 
« of the church, and the welfare of our Lord's 
66 kingdom, ſeeing he thought him not fir to 7 
« ordained, if he had communicated his reaſons to 
<« thoſe concerned, why he judged him unworthy ; 
„ whatever the ſucceſs had been; than meerly to 
« complain after it was done. This letter was ſent 
Ofober 17, but never anſwer'd.” This account 
T find of it in another of Mr. Stogdon's to his friend 
in Exon, dated from Afpwick, 8 in which 
he has theſe expreſſions. “ Tho' I 1 endeavour, 
<« as much as in me lies, to live in peace with all men ; 
« yet I think it my ny to endeavour (whatever 
« the ſucceſs be) to make ſuch aſhamed, as will 
« falſely accuſe. The great Mr. Peirce neglected 
ce theſe vile aſperſions; until he was expoſed to the 
e rage and curſes of the mob: and I believe ſees it 
<< neceſſary to reſent it.” And he thus concludes | 
this letter. <© The Lord be with you, and keep 
hes 1850 Let not controverſies eat out practical re- 
fligion. I muſt caution all my friends againſt that. 
« And let us take heed of extreams: and dread, . 
e as much as our adverſaries, to have a low and de- 
40 4 thought of the Son of GOD, and the 
edeemer of the world.” | | 
The gentleman, in the anſwer to the- Weſtern In- 
guiſition, (a) doth not diſown the report; but ſays, 
there \ was a tacit refuſal of an ordination ; which muſt. 
in fact have been ſuch a refuſal of a favour before a 
equeſt was ever made for it; and that he did not 

; wer Mr. Stogdon's letter, as reſolving to enter into 
3 1 eee with him. Mr. Stogdon could not 
think, ſuch a reſolution would be fuffeient, after 
what had Red,” to excuſe him from anſwering to 


(a) Page 41, 
1 tho 


(36) 


the charge of wrong. And the ſame gentleman, 
having profeſſed a readineſs, to ſubſcribe a teſtimo- 
nial 1675 Him, as to. his converſation, (a) ſhould have 
thought ſuch Juſtice, to him neceſſary, as neither 
an infidel, nor a bad man mult be denied upon 2 
occaſion, or pretence whatſoever. 

About this time he read Dr. Gale, on the ſubject. AT 
of baptiſm ;. and afterwards further conſidered, and, 
examined the ſtate of that controverſy ; and, as 

things appeared, yielded to. a. conyiction, that he 
had been under a miſtake as to the mode; and re- 
ma ined in ſuſpence, as to the right of infants. to 
that ordinance; and therefore never baptized any. 
But when 1 have done it, as I uſually did in the fa- 

milies under his care, at their and his deſire; he 3 
commonly preſent, and joined in the reat thing 
wherein we were ro, viz, theſolemn dedication 5 | 
the child to G OD, yows, prayer, Cc. eſteeming the 
cęremonial part, a different ap rehenſion about it, = 
and the different practiſe groun ah d thereon, to be in 
their nature of much leſs co ſe uence. And on the 

laſt occaſion I had of this tl he being preſent, . 
I prevailed on him. to aſſiſt in prayer, in which he 
had great variety of. ſuitable matter of common, 
concern, entirely conſiſtent with his own ſentiments, . 
and, not at all claſhing with MH, who Joined with. | 

im. 

"Tho? he thought, 2 was force i in the Dodor' 8 
way of arguing on this point of controverſy; yet 
he differed from him in his notion of church com- 
munion: for which he thought practical chriſtianity 
a a qualification ſufficient, £5 full allowance for e- 

1b one to judge of the ſenſe of ſcripture for him 
ſelf, and to act accordingly. He was well fatisfied, 


take of. Judgment, much leſs a conſcien - 
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tious regard to that wade. could render a ſincere 
follower of Chrift unfit for Chriſtian communion; 


any more than it could render ſuch a one uh Mor | 


the kingdom of beaven above. .': | 

But, as large, and extenſive as his ak was to 
other men of different perſuaſions; he would him- 
ſelf act no otherwiſe, than as fully per ſuaded in his 
own mind; and had an averſation to all artful con- 
cealment of any Anf er in which he was fettled,. 
for the ſecuring, or advancing a worldly intereſt; 


of which I had occaſion to know divers inſtances. 
during his reſidence with me; as I have alſo been 


informed of others; both before, and ſince. 


Thus. he was at firſt determined to be 9 in | 


his profeſſions... When he thought he had a call of 
providence. to be ſo, he confeſſed, and denied not 
what were his real ſentiments, as one neither a- 
ſhamed, nor afraid to own, what he eſteemed as a 
truth of importance. Not that he ſuppoſed every 
ſuch truth muſt be ſpoken at all times; or upon 
every occaſion, which might be given; or that he 
was obliged. to give account of himſelf. to every 
impertinent; or deſigning, and malicious inquiſi- 


tor: but would judge of 1. rſons he had to do 


with; and the times and of things, as the 


caſe Seen admit. And if he erred in a too favour- 


able opinion of un and truſted them too far ; 


on a review he conſidered, and would ele 


ledge it as an inſtance of indiſcretion (a). 

It doth. not appear to me, that in ua, han ever. 
preached more than a ſingle ſermon upon the late 
controverſy, ſince, the change of his judgment: 
tho? 1t was commonly reported of him, to people at 
2 diſtance, that this was the continual ſubject of his 
a diſcourſes to the People. When, in the 


0 vii. Weſtern Inquiſition, Page 15 roy 
courſe 
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eourſe of his miniſtry, he thought he could not 


fairly decline it ; he did not conſult his intereſt, or 
ſuffer that to determine him: but run the hazard of 
diſguſting ſome of his hearers; being refolved to 
take the conſequence. Being then at a great di- 
ſtance from him, I was ignorant of his deſign, 
till it was executed. And, tho? at the time when I 
was informed of it, I had a notion different from his 


own of that matter, and was apprehenſive he mig 
ſuffer damage by it; I could not but with plea 


ſuch danger, tho? obvious and apparent enough in 
preſent circumſtances, = 5 ” 

There'was a a in the Weſtern Inquiſition, (a) 
whence an occalion was taken to interpret this con- 
duct as a breach of promiſe. Mr. Stogdon was far 
from ſuſpecting Mr. Peirce of a defigned miſrepre- 
ſentation, or that jt was ever his deſire to bring him 
under an unlawful engagement ; yet was apprehen- 
five, that there would be a we te hag I 


have a letter of his before me, to a relation in Ex- 


on, without date; in which he takes notice of it, and 
gives an account both of this part of his conduct, 


and the principles, and motives by which he was 


influenced, and governed; and the event; as fol- 
lows: © . | 65 5 


ge pleaſed to give my humble ſervice to Mr. 
4 Peirce; (witha thouſand thanks for all his ſervices, 


<« and labours of love ;) and tell him, I never pro- 
<< miſed, 1 would never ſpeak of the'preſent contro- 


(e) Page 43. He declared “ his deſign was, only to preach 
& 2 religion, and that, ſhould he remove any where elſe, 
«« he would apply himſelf wholly to it; withont meddling with 
« theſe points of ſpeculation.” The reader is to conſider, whe- 
ther this neceſſarily implies more than a defign, or purpoſe; or it 
be reaſonable to underſtand it otherwiſe, han as relating to the 
ordinary courſe of his miniſt 7x. 

oy HITS ce yerſy 
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obſerve, how unmoved he was at the thought of 


te 
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« 66 


£6 
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« has been.) Mr. Peirce, J remember, reply?d, No, 
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«. verſy in the pulpit: (for ſo I doubt, 


underſtand it, as Mr. Peirce has word 
on the contrary, I told Mr, Peirce, when he 
perſuaded me not to meddle with it, that I would 
t, could not PROMISE, I would NE- 
« VER: but, as practical religion had been 
the great thing, I had endeavoured to recom- 
% mend, and inculcate, ſo, I ſaid, that was my de- 
„ ſign; (and, I hope, it ever ſhall, and Tam ſure 


ed it:) but 


© I, would not have you promiſe; but you may ſay, 
that now,you_ do not deſign it: which does not oblige 
| This was the ſum of Mr. 
Peirce's anſwer ; if not the words. And I am 
ſure, my hearers will witneſs for me, that I have 
_ endeavour'd to be plain, and practical. 


— 


you. for euer, &c. 


NE fer- 


I did preach ON E, and but O 


N 
* 


mon in the controverſy. The occaſion was this: 
After I had preached a year on independent ſub- 
jects, I thought it time to begin a regular body 
of divinity; accordingly begun with a prepara- 


6 tory ſermon, to ſhew the connection of natural, 


and revealed religion then proceeded to 


ce the being, and attributes of GOD; 


pe? 
* 


which I thought all religion was grou 


<< Therefore I intended to have been very, particu- 
lar, and careful upon it. In cougſe I came, to 


« 
« 
60 
op 
40 


A 


the UNIT V. I here had ſome deba 
ſelf, whether I ſhould defer the doct. 
Trinity, till I. came. to Revealed Religion; or 
give my thoughts of it NOW Iſfaw it to be as 
important an article, as perhaps moſt in religi- 


te with my 


on. And I could not tell how I could life up 


my head at the great day, if I did baulk or ſhun 


+ ſuch a ſolemn point, when it came in 
l did not ſee, but I might as well {ki 


< attribute, as this of UNIT T. 


my Waxy. 
ip any other 
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t could T be aid to declare the Whole counſel of 


««/GOD; or not to have kept back ſome thing 
«© which was profitable; whether it was grateful, or 
«© no. It is but protracting the time, thro fear, a little 
& longer, thought I. I was as good do it now: 
« and I Hhall 2 paſs'd my teſt with men the ſoon- 


E 


Sers and I ſhall ſee,” whether GOD has any work 
for me to do, r no, in his vine yard. And I 


v did indeed long to know, what was to be my lot. 
6 was reſolved not to go out of my way to meet 
«it. And I could not tell how to go out of my 


net "way to avoid it. I will truſt GOD with m 
“ ſelf, and with the ſucceſs of his on truths. It 


«© was ungrateful work to fleſh and blood, I am 
<« furez and I would gladly (GOD knows) have 
been excuſed, if I had thought I might. 

4 In chat ſermon I told my thoughts plainly, 
© and fully; and left it to the people's judgment. 


„Upon this ſeveral of my little handful left me, 


<< without ſpeaking one word to me. And ſome 


* miniſters of the Goſpel have done their 55 * to 


« render thoſe few that remain uneaſy. I hope, 

« we are like to be eaſy however. About a quar- 
6 ter of a year ſince, I four two, whom J leaſt 

«© of all fuld. ted, (how little is man to be depend- 
ed ) were uneaſy. T' thereupon took an 
<< 6c . 5771 preach the next Lord's day, in 95 
* Ser b 8 thoſe words, the greateſt of theſe 
60 i5CHARITY: in the ir e theſe; it 
ce unn be, but offences will come; but WO Ve to 
* thoſe, by whom they come. After the ſermons 1 
4 defir'd them to conſalt among themſeves, whether 


T nigbi be uſeful io them any longer, or nor: I un- 


A 


460 aur ſſood two were diſati ned: and T did not know 
hot many more. Ton know, 1aid I, my. life, n 
ce preaching, and my principles. If IT can ſo 10 gooK 


&« i will do no hurt. Ian ready to give place to any 
12 L other, 


Ta} 


* ther, that you ſpall think" will be more profitable 
to you, than my ſelf. "Now conſider once for all; 
00 and take notice of this, I will have no more trouble 
<< from you hereafter on this head. I withdrew and 
* they unanimouſly agreed to acquieſce in me. I 
% have heard no more of it ſince. I am nor ſolli- 
C citous about what may be. I labour to keep's 
© conſcience void of offente. towards GOD, and to- 
« wards all men: therefore comfortably look for the 


of a . 


« mercy of GOD'to eternal life.” ' 9 
And now, let any candid and chriſtian reader, 
tho* of a contrary perſuaſion, judge for himſelf, 
whether the preaching on ſermon, on the ſup- 
poſed wrong ſide of the queſtion in this controver- 
1y ; from ſo conſcientious: a principle, and in the 
exerciſe of ſo much ſelf denial, modeſty, and cha- 
rity as attended it, could be as deſerving of cenſure, 
as the preaching many on the ſide of truth, indeed, 
as is ſuppoſed; but with'an air of inſolence, and 
impoſition; and manifeſtly tending to the deſtructi- 
on of a chriſtian ſpirit, and brotherly love. Mr. 
S$togdon, thus acting as became a faithful ſervant, 
muſt be nos, to his great maſter. But poſſible 
another might have been guilty of the groſſeſt 
immorality, without going through ſo much cla- 
mor as this gentleman underwent upon this occaſi- 
on. So widely differs the vain judgment of ignorant 
and fooliſh men from the judgment of GO D; which 
is always according to truth, and the nature and rea- 
ſon of things: 0 „ 
I leave it alſo fairly to be conſider'd, whether the 
charge of raſſineſs, and imprudence, could be juſt- 
ee on this part of Mr. Stogdon's conduct; 
and will be own'd hefore, and confirm'd by, the YL 
wiſe and righteous judge of the world. Men may . 
eſteem, and call thar folly and madneſs, which 
GOP, who knows dll things, knows to be true 
1811 e HAAS wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, and the working of an excellent 1 


e the true mode of baptizing, and the ov 
he 0 


(42) 
Let us therefore in theſe caſes (a) judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord come, who will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and manifeſt the counſels 


of the hearts: and then ſhall every man have praiſe 
of GOD, viz. every man whom he thinks worthy 


of it; how much ſoever men have vilified and re- 


proached him. Mr. Stogdou being perſuaded, that 


1mmerſion was the true ſcriptural mode of bap- 


tiſm, thought himſelf obliged to ſubmit to it, I 
reaſon'd with him upon his own hypotheſis, after 
this manner, viz. ** If I were of your mind as to 


cc it appear*d to me juſt in the ſame light as it doth 
* to you: yet, ſince I conſider it as a right of 
« admiſſion into the church, and kingdom of 
« Chriſt, or firſt ritual acknowledgment of ſuch 
an admiſſion, or of one's being a member, and 
s ſubject of it; and then further conſider, that I 
have not only been for years paſt in chriſtian com- 
% munion, and partaker of confirm ing ordi- 


s nance, called the Lord's ſupper; but have often 


c adminiſtred that, and other chriſtian ordinances; 
in ſuch a caſe, tho? I had never been baptiz'd at 
<« all, in my own apprehenſion ; I ſhould not think 
e myſelf obliged to the uſe of that initiating rite ; 
„ which ſeems to me like a man's going out of 
<< his/houſe, that he might come into it ſome better 
<< way, or at a proper door which he had before 
„ neglected.” 2 | | 
As he was always yielding to conviction, from 
any one that offer'd it, he was, by this way of think- 
ing, diverted from his purpoſe, during the time of 


his ſtay with me. But, about two years after that 
| converſation, he revived his purpoſe; upon what 


10 | | (a 1 Cor. iv. 5. | BUDS 
e freſh 


(43) 


freſh greunds I cannot ſay; and put it in execution 
publickly at Barbican in London. This in him was 
doubtleſs paying a regard to what he took for di- 
vine direction. The firſt intelligence I had of it, 
= was in a letter from a friend in the city; who ſuſ- 
pected, it might prejudice his intereſt there. But 
=* mone of theſe things moved him, when he percieved 
= Himſelf under wo obligation of conſcience. And- 
in this caſe he preferr*d a publick to a private ſolem- 
nity, whatever might be the ' conſequence. And 
through the prevalence of a catholick ſpirit, he did 
not now fuffer, as he had in others cafes, by a ſtea- 
dy, and inviolable conformity to the rules, he had 
ſettled in his mind. G . 
Hie refuſed an offer of a congregation in the coun- 
try; which, when made, ſeemd advantageous; up- 
on the account of his principle about baptiſm, which 
upon that oecaſion he declared; as Jadging his ac- 
5 . would have proved inexpedient, as his prac- 
tiiſe muſt have been, in that reſpect contrary to theirs. 
2. And when they would have choſen him elfewhere 
to be an aſſiſtant to a miniſter in a congregati- 
on, which was very conſiderable; and it was pro- 
poſed to him by one of them, that he would keep 
his judgment to himſelf, as to ſome controverted 
points; he ſaid; he would not be obliged, but 
ce ſpeak truth as it came in his way: and therefore 
4 adviſed them to think no more of him.“ He had 
alſo an invitation to a ſettlement in London by ſome 
who had been informed, that he was of their mind in 
the matter of baptiſm. But, as he then queſtion d, 
whether any congregation in England would accept 
of him, upon the knowledge of his particular ſen- 
timents on that ſubject, Sc. it was his reſolution, 
that none ſhould have him upon a blind choice. 
And therefore he wrote ſuch a letter to them con- 
cerning himſelf, as 9 would, as in * 4 
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| did, turn their thoughts quite off from him: though 


at that time his maintenance from the people he had 


the care of, low as it was at firſt, had fallen much 
„ fre cbF:- 54 bots 

He frankly own'd, that every one, in order to his 
choice of a miniſter, might expect ſo much ſatis- 
faction about his ſentiments, as would be in ſome 
degree a ſecurity. to him of the ſoundneſs of his 
doctrine, or its tendency to 1 the intereſt of 


practical religion: and conſequently, chat if there 


be juſt ground for ſuſpicion, that the perſon propoſ- 
ed is in the Antinomian ſcheme, or any other, which 
may probably render his diſcourſes improper, for 
the uſe of edifying ; tho' his life be ever ſo regular 
and pious ; yet rational, chriſtian, and proteſtant 
principles may, not only permit, but even oblige a 
man, who is govern'd by them, to inſiſt on having 
that important matter cleared, before he determine 
in the favour of ſuch a one, or to be a ſtated atten- 
dant upon his miniſtrx, f: e b 

But at the ſame time, he was fully perſuaded, that 
it was as unrighteous, to judge raſnly of the opinions, 
as of the practices of others; eſpecially of miniſters; 
or confidently to determine, and pronounce, that they 
are erroneous, abſurd, and dangerous; when all the 
while we neither know, nor are willing to know, 
what they really are, and how explain d; will by no 
means allow them a fair examination, and faithful 
enquiry; or ſo much as patient reading, or hearing 
what they, who eſpouſe them, have to ſay for them, 
as well as what others have to ſay againſt them. 


. He thought that chriſtians, and proteſtants acted 


2 part very inconſiſtent with their profeſſion, when, 

inſtead of judging impartially for themſelves, fo pro- 

ving all things, and then holding faſt that which was 

good; they cheriſh'd in their minds prejudice, and 

Prepoſſeſſion from the judgment of others , 
| o 
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of the preſent, or paſt ages, for whom, as pious | 
and worthy, they have conceiv*da veneration; ſince, 
if all had done ſo; the converſion of a Few, or Pa- 
gan, and any reformation from popery muſt have 
en impoſſible; and that the ſame prejudice, and 
prepoſſeſſion indulged muſt be as culpable now, as 
it was in the days of our Saviour, and his apoſtles, 
who ſo much condemn'd it, as a true, but unreaſon- 
able ground of infidelity; and could have their doc- 
trine entertain'd no farther, either amongſt the Jetos, 
or Gentiles, of that time, than as that prejudice was 
laid aſide; and that the noble Bereans, are now as 
worthy of imitation as ever, took nothing upon a 
needleſs truſt, either from the Apoſtles, or their ad- 
verſaries; but (a) ſearched the ſcriptures, ſaw and 
judged for themſelves, whether the appeal to them 
was juſtly made, and the things they had heard were. 
fo, or no, and believed accordingly. . 6! 
He had alſo a juſt reſentment of aſcribing opinions 
to thoſe, Who diſown'd them; or the conſequences: 
of ſuch opinions, to thoſe who held the opinions 
themſelves; but at the ſame time diſclaim'd thoſe 
conſequences, as not perceiving the juſtneſs of them. 
And he abhorr'd the thought of practiſing any kind 
of iniquity in the cauſe of truth; how valuable, and 
important ſoever. TY 05-4 1 dhe 
He was alſo perſuaded, that ſuch principles, as rai- 
ſed prejudices againſt any, particularly againſt a mi- 
niſter, for the ſuppoſed ill tendency, and conſequen- 
ces of ſome of his opinions; when there is no real 
evidence of either; were principles of uncharritable- 
neſs; and muſt render thoſe who are influenced by 
them uncharitable; tho' if they have acted a ſincere 
part to inform themſelves; and ſo the ignorance or 


error is not wilful, and affected, but owing to hu- 
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man infirmity ; GOD will not enter into judgment 
with them, for the defect of their underſtandings ; 
nor yet be ſtrict to mark every thing amiſ5 in their 
_ temper, and conduct; but make alf proper allow- 
ances, which their caſe will admit, and require. 
He had therefore charity even for conſcientious 
papiſts, under the influence of their avow'd princi- 
ples; tho! he abhorr'd thoſe principles; particular- 
ly thote, by which the ſufficiency of the ſcriptures, 
without the authority of the church to explain them, 
and the right of private judgment, are denied; and 
hked them never the better, when eſpouſed by pro- 
teſtants, in plain inconſiſtency with themſelves, and 
deſtructive 'of the very foundation which they 
ſtand. He could not but think cas hey ws inſiſt- 
ed on anſcriptural terms of communion in a chriſtian 
church, were really injurious; (whether they thought 
ſo, orno;) to thoſe, whom they excluded from it, 
upon their refuſal to comply with them: and inju- 
rious to thoſe miniſters, whom they diſcouraged, 
and rejected; who yet believed, and preach'd the 
doctrines of the goſpel, as tending to promote the 
life and power of godlineſs for not concurring with 
m in ſpeculative opinions, or for not aſſerting, 
or determining any thing, not My aſſerted, 
or determin'd by G OD himſelf in the ſeripture, to 
be neceſſary to ſalvation, or divine acceptance. 
And that, whatever caution about ſentiments might 
be juſtifiable in the choice of a miniſter, of whom 
little is known by us; ſtill it muſt be very unreaſon- 
able, to diſturb, and moleſt; much more to eject 
one, whom we have choſen already, and of whoſe 
uſeful miniſtrations amongſt us we have had experi- 
ence; or, in order to find matter of complaint a- 
gainſt him, to make an inquiſition into his breaſt. 
If any did this ignorantly, he hoped, they would 
obtain mercy ; but were injurious nevertheleſs: TR | 


if they ſhut their eyes againſt the light, which one 
round about them, for their conviction of this wrong; 
they would be without excuſe. Finally, tho? he 
thought, ſome principles might render even a con- 
ſcientious perſon, the leſs worthy of eſteem, as ren- 
dering him more imperfect in his underſtanding, and 
leſs uſeful in converſation, and perhaps very unfit 
for the miniſtry; yet he believed, that if ſuch a one 
led a ſaber, righteous, and godly life, as under the in- 
fluence of better principles, than ſome he had im- 
bibed; he ought to be acceptable to us; as he muſt 
be to G OD; who is moſt good. We may pity him 
for his imperfections. But, if we fit in judgment 
upon him, and are bitter againſt him; we ſhall need 
his pity, more than he doth ours: for we fhall be 
judged, when he has praiſe of G0 D. It is therefore 
both our duty, and our wiſdom, to love, and o. 
bim, at leaſt, as a chriſtian brother, in hopes of 
meeting him hereafter, in the world of light, and 
love; where all his miſtakes, and ours will be rec- 
tifyed; and all our groundleſs, and unreaſonable 
prejudices eternally removed. 1 
A gentleman, in pure friendſhip, once beſpoke 
him, after this manner. Mr. Stagdon, you are 
capable of doing a great deal of ſervice in the 
« church. I am ſenſible of your abilities. I would 
«© have you be cautious, as to the declaration of your 
<< ſentiments; or conceal them, uſing your chriſ- 


<< tian prudence”. To which he reply'd. “ Db 


you, Sir, ſuppoſe it is the duty of a miniſter to 
declare what he thinks is truth. Not, ſays the 
<< gentleinan, at all times: for, if you do declare 
it, you will cut off your uſefulneſs; and throw _ 
your ſelf out of the miniſtry; have no congrega- 
tion. But (reply'd he) do you think, Sir, 

that is no part of uſefulneſs? I eſteem it the no- 
«« bleſt ; if I can ſerve Chriſt in ſuffering; which e- 


; 66 very 


4c every body will not do; tho' preachers are many. 
„„ And glad ſhould I be, if I could ſerve him that 
„ way; even by ſuffering for him.“ The gentle- 
man ſtill inſiſted, that chriſtian prudence will oblige 
people to avoid thoſe things, which will render 
them uſeleſs, or unpopular. To which he re- 
ply'd again, do you ſuppoſe, that I have not 
«thoſe inclinations, which you and other men have 
<« to live eaſy, if I could do it with a good conſci- 
<< ence. | But, I fear, the greateſt part of chriſtian 
t prudence, will be term'd, another day, worldly po- 
6 /icy. Therefore, pray Sir, do you, or ſome of 
“ you, that infiſt ſo much upon the. prudential 
* /cheme, write a book, by which T may be inform- 
ed, where the difference lies between worldly po- 
4 licy, and chriſtian prudence : and if it be made clear 
to me, I will take what you call chriſtian pru- 
5, denc n EB et 1 

My preſent deſign is not much concern'd in what 
e rgader thinks of the juſtneſs of this reaſoning. 
o I know, whether, or how far, this gentleman 
acquieſced in it; but, I am ſure, he did not deſpiſe 
it, or the man for the ſake of it; but generouſly 
teſtifyed an acknowledgment of that noble firmneſs 
of mind, which carry'd him fo far above the world; 
and was ever after his faithful friend. f 

. His ſelf-denial, upon ſuch occaſions, muſt appear 
the greater, more noble, and heroick,' to thoſe who 
really obſerved (as they might,) in him a ſtrong 
propenſion to a decent and plentiful, tho? not an ex- 
travagant way of living: a quick ſenſe of ſtraits 
and difficulties, and fear and dread of _ redu- 
ced to greater extremities, than he had yet known, 
All this was nothing to Him, in a caſe of conſcience. 
When the greater evil came in view, the leſs was 
deſpiſed ; and he ſcorned every thing in life, that 
might tempt or expoſe him to it. So entire a 3 
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and ſo glorious a triumph had he, by the help of 
'GOD, over the natural and cuſtomary diſpoſitions 
of his mind. V 
Ne was allo very apprehenſive that thro? the baſe- 
neſs of the ſpirits + 2eople, meaneſs of circum- 
ſtances, not only Ee a man to contempt; but 
rendered his Iabours of love leſs acceptable; eſpecial- 
ly when ſubſervient only to the concerns of a better 
life; and that a. miniſter, who leaſt depends on his 
congregation, ſtands ſo much the fairer for their 
eſteem. and reſpect ; and is the leſs in danger of 
male-contents, But neither this, nor any other 
_ conſideration had weight enough to determine him, 
either to a practiſe, or omiſſion, for which his own 
| heart | ſhould reproach, or condemh him. He 
would have no concern with evil, or neglect of du- 
if, that good might come of i, 
He was once prevailed upon to diſavow, in a 
letter, Arian principles without mentioning his 
opinion, as to the ſubordination of the Son: af- 
ter which, this, in another letter, was alledg- 
ed to cofivict him of a ſelf - contradiction: though 
there was really none; and he was well ſatisfied, 
that both were manifeſtly conſiſtent ; and that in 
diſclaiming the peculiar doctrines of Arians, for 
which he was condemned by the council of Nice ; 
or any thing elſe aſcribed to himſelf, which he did 
not believe, he only wiped off aſperſions thrown. on 
him, and did himfalf right; and when he did this, 
the lawfulneſs of doing it, was clear in his own 
mind: yet the appearance thus given to thoſe, who 
knew ng of the matter, conſidered, on the 
review he judged what he had done inexpedient ; 
and for that rtaſon always thought it a blemiſh in his 
conduct, and could never reflect upon it, without 
regret; ſo tenderly concerned was he, to avoid 
every appearance of the inſincerity and guile, 
H Which 
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For adverſity. It was as follows, | | 
Soon after their marriage, they bought an eſtate 
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which all his days he ſo much abhorred. And this, 
which he conſidered as a wound in, his reputation, 


was more grievous to him than any other, in the 


occaſion of which he had no manner of concern. 
The gayety of his natural temper made ſo much 
preſence of mind in the face of danger, when ap- 
pearing in the way of his duty, and ſo much pati- 
ence and reſignation under ſufferings, as he on occa- 
fions, diſcovered, the more ſurprizing; in ſuch 


caſes; he was hardned againſt the inſt incts, preju- 


dices, and prepoſſeſſions of his nature. In the Year 
1721. under a wiſe direction of providence, he made 
choice of a diſcreet, and virtuous gentlewoman 3 
for a wife; who, notwithſtanding the great diſadvan- 
tage of his perſon,” gave him the preference to a ri- 
val, with whom ſhe might have had a conſiderable 
eſtate.” - They lived together with great and mutual 
ſatisfaction ; equally fading their joys and '/orrows. 
He often bleſſed GOD, for diſpoſing him, in fo near 
a relation to one ſo agreeable, and ſo affectionate 
to him ; and always retained a moſt grateful ſenſe of 
it. Their tryals were great; but decently, and 
gracefully born. One 'very remarkable was well 


known; which in ſome tempers would have created 
more, or leſs of diſcontent; but was here an occa- 


ſion of giving, and receiving full proof, of the 
molt ſteady and inviolable affection, and a friend born 


at à price, which their united ſubſtance was juſt 
ſufficient to anſwer. But, between the time of pur- 
chaſe, and that which had been fix'd for payment, 


he had adviſe of the failure of a perſon, in whoſe hands 
he had placed, and ſecurely, as he thought, a very 


conſiderable part of it. 

The ſhock of ſurprize, which this gave, could 
not but be great. She firſt received theſe heavy 
tidings, whilſt ſhe was upon a viſit to her near rela- 


tions; 
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tions; but keept them in. ſilence, till ſhe became a 


meſſenger of them to one who was nearer. - He came 


to me the next morning, and began a diſcourſe in 


private, with his uſual air of chearfulneſs, but quick- 
Iy told me; that he had now receiy'd the worſe news 
that ever he had; and what it was; with an intima- 


tion, that it ſhould be kept, for the preſent, as a ſe- 
cret; none elſe being privy to it, except his wife. 
They were both concerned, and thoughtful, how 
it would be taken by her family: but he told me, 
with a great mixture of pleaſure with his pain; 


that, as ſoon as they had recovered a little from the 
deiection common to them both, ſhe aſſured him, 


that if any of her relations would be ſo unreafon- 
able, as co upbraid him with this misfortune; ſhe 
ſhould highly reſent it; and take every ſtep in her 
conduct, to render him eaſy. They did not give 
her occaſion, for a further proof of her unſhaken 
fidelity and conſtancy ; but acted the moſt decent, 
and friendly part imaginable, upon the firſt notice 
they had of this ſore trial, and ever after, And the 
ofs was at length in ſome, degree repaired, by ſome 
Legacies 3 particularly, a handlome one from 
an Aunt; who had taken him into her family, 
quickly after his removal into Devonſhire, and at- 


terwards bropghr him up, till retaining a juſt 


eſteem and affection for him, when he ſurvived but 
a few months. 5 T* * 1. 5 } | VF LITE T3 3 
What I haye ſaid in favour of the living, is but 
doing her juſtice, and laying before the world a 
beautiful example, for the imitation of others in 


like circumſtances. And with the ſame view, I 


might mention her chearful behaviour under other 
afflictions, which they bore in common, and ſome 


chreatning bodily diſorders of her mn, Which gave 


him no ſmall concern. Nor can I omit the notice 
of her encouraging him, to act according to every 
- x principle 
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that this ſingle circumſtance would give the trial 
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otherwiſe; ſpared him, 
laid it elſe where. | Wo. 
He was far from an inſenſibility of contempt. But 
never was one more manly, af graceful in bearing 
it; or more quick and ingenious in throwing it off. 
He was well apprized, that there were two 
ſources of it in his own caſe, or occaſions taken 
for it, by the rude, and ill-natured part of man- 2 
kind, viz. His deformity of perſon, and ſometimes 3 
narrow and diſtreſſing circumftances cc « 7 
- The former, together with 2 very weak and un- J 
— i healthy conſtitution; under which he ſuffered ex- . 
„ — che greateſt part of his life; became his = 
1 lot, when he was about eleven years of age, by a 
1 childſh trick, which was attended with an unhappy = 
accident. Thus his bodily preſence was weak, and con- . 
temptible'; tho* his letters and ſpeech were weighty, = * 
aud powerful. So bright and good à foul as his, . 
was an abundant amènds Hr the diſtortion of his = 
body. © This coùfd not but be the ſenſe of all wiſe. | 
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And none but 77 meaneſt, and a are 188 


makes n more oem Yule. ; at the = 
time, that they are the undeſerving objects of pity. 
But little j js tq be ex | raped from reaſoning with ſuch 
3 t this excellent perſon would 
by An for 720 1 9 an effed al check to 


n 


2 _ were 10 reproofs 3 $5 ſometimes he ag 
7 ſtop, and by a direct and y look, and a word 
or two, FA one or other of them gut of counte- 
J nance, and make him aſhamed. I was once in 
N coin pany with him, and many others, in a place 
of public 4 2 where, as he was reading one 
he Journals, he came to a letter inſerted in it, of 
Ach he ſaid, Here is a letter ta me, and ſo read it 
cout, calm and undiſturbed, as he had done che reſt. 
: The deſign of it was mean and baſe enough; viz. 
do banter and ridicule à perſon of his make. The 
author might, in his own opinion, be very witty. ; 
and laygh wells to fkk: what pretty things 
he had faid upon this accaſign ; and what acer 
chey would 2 all the kingdom over, Nor would 
it be a wonder, if it were 5 for the fools of every 
[ſh and every age, are dopbrles the We 


But I could not perceive, , that any one of his 
company was diſpoſed to beſtow a favourable ſmile 
on this performance, or to applaud the author of 
it; or indeed the writer of the Journal, for allowing 
fo filly and ſcandalous a thing, a place in that paper, 
Tho' (to give every one his due) the author's wil- # 
dom muſt be acknowledged in concealing (as I ſup- '* 
ſe he did) his real name; unleſs his deſign had 
en to be remarkable for ſomething ; for thus he 
ſecured himſelf from the ridicule which muſt other- 
wiſe have been juſtly fixed upon him by all his rea- 
ders, who were but tolerably furniſhed with huma- 
nity, common ſenſe, and good manners. 
Mr. Stogdon was, with the greateſt exactneſs, an 
obſerver of the rules of civility, and as juſt, equi- 
table, and decent in his behaviour to others; as he 
ever had, or could have, occaſion to deſire others 
to be in their's to him. Never could he think of ¼ 
throwing the ridicule upon any perſon, or thing, 
that did not deſerve it. He was far from affecting 
to put an innocent, and inoffenſive perſon out of 
countenance, for the ſake of a jeſt, or the diſcove- 
ry of his talent. f „„ ae Re OR 
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Tho' he had too much of the gentleman, and 
the Chriſtian, to bebave unſeemly towards any; e- 4 
ſpecially in circumſtances of afflictions, and diſtreſs: 
yet When he thought any one treſpaſſed upon the 
rules of civility, in any thing ſaid or done to him- 
ſelf ; he would rather be too ſoft, than too ſevere, | 
in the notice he took of it. This was his ordinary IR 
's way: at leaſt, when he did not ſuſpect a deſign de- 
liberately formed to his diſadvantage. © 
If his low condition expoſed Him to contempt 
from the leſs ingenious part of mankind; it never 
N him toa'mean; ſordid compliance, or pry 
vailed upon him to' diſpenſe with any the le 


eaſt 
brakich; or inſtance of ſincerity, or * 
mia 1 „„ 


"<>" 


= And it gave others occaſion to exerciſe the moſt 


EX compaſſionate and generous concern for- him. And 
thus he became a bright, and illuſtrious example 
of a rational firmneſs of mind, of ſuffering afflicti- 
on, and of patience and ſubmiſſion to the divine 
= will; as alſo of the ſincereſt gratitude towards 
60D, and man. His pious acknowledgments 
both of the wiſdom, and goodneſs of providence, 
in all its diſpenſations towards him. were many, and 
upon all occaſions. When he ſaid, I Bleſ GOD, as 
be very frequently did, he meant ſomething by that 
form of expreſſion, His heart went, with it; and 
every one might perceive, he was in earneſt. Not 
long before his death, a friend of his expreſſed his 
*X reſpect to him by a preſent, which paſſed thro* my 
n hands; upon the receiving of which he made this 
X devout reflection, well, I ſee GOD. has been good ta 
nne ia the very laſt. „„ STE 
le had the tendereſt ſenſe of gratitude to man 
too: which he was, upon all occaſions, ready to diſ- 
” Over, 4: „„ MOLE 
His laſt remove in this world was at Midſummer 
1724. 7 Trowbridge, in Wiltſhire. He was there 
choſen by a congregation of pædobaptiſts, who ne- 
ver made cee dee of ſentiment the ground of 
1an objection e, tn tw i ts 
Here he was univerſally eſteemed and yalued ac- 
* Xx cording to his merit; and that by people of all de- 
- XX nominations ; tho? I dare not ſay, that none were 


XZ prejudiced againſt him. He might have enemies 
= 20:bout cauſe ; or made ſo, by his plain and faithful 
dealing there, as well as in other places. The de- 
| ſign of this Servant of G OD was, not to pleaſe men, 

| by accommodating himſelf to their, paſſions and 
E intereſt ; but he was very careful 20 commend himſelf 
bo every one's conſcience in the fight of GOD; and 
| would be accounted their enemy, rather than be fo 
9 | indeed 
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Js 
indeed, by e ungrateful truth, which he | 
thought himſelf bound to: ſpeak in righteouſneſs 
and love. pane EE: 1 

His laſt ſermons, except a funeral one, were up. 
on the duties of _Siving and taking reproofs ; and 
afterwards, the obligations upon miniſters, from 
(a). Theſe diſcourſes he was reſolved to deliver, if Mt 

ible ; tho* death was working apace in him. He 
"ke as. a dying man, who muſt ſoon give account 
of - himſelf, and his miniſtratisns to GOD; And 
may his words be had in juſt and everlaſting remem- 
brance by thoſe who were His Hearers and (T hope) 
will not forget that they are as mortal, and ac 
countable as He was. His delign in them was, to 
prepare the way for private appli : 


ications; which he 
intended, and after made to particular perſons, in 
whom he had obſerved any thing, which he thought 
amiſs, and needful to be corrected; in doing which, 
he uſed all the freedom and impartiality imaginable, |? 
and had their acknowledgments of his integrity and 
faithfulneſs ; as well as the ſatisfaction, which he 
was always careful to maintain in himſelf, whatever 
were the conſequences of it. Such an idea has been 
given me of thoſe diſcourſes, by thoſe that heard 
them, as makes me think it a great unhappineſs, that 
they, with moſt of his other publick bean 4 
of this kind, are, in a character unknown. 1 
Great reſpects were paid him; not only by the 
uſual attendants upon his miniſtry, who knew hoW 
to value their priviledge ; but by other diſſenters, |* 
and thoſe of the eftabliſhmerit. He was beloved in 
_ and in death much lamented. hs - 
e ſpent himſelf, and was ſpent in the proper la- 
nd, NR of his ſtation: . 


(a] Ezek. xxxiii. 7, 8, 9. N 
b 2 His | 
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His fleſh and ſtrength failed him, under the viſi- 
tation of his Heavenly Father; tho' his underſtand- 


ing ſtill remain'd with him. 


He made the happy exchange on Tueſda y, Jan. 
20, 1727-8, ret > Cth © Ef hi Age eh 
he would have com age if he had lived a week 
longer. And, on the Friday following, he was in- 
terred in the pariſh church. One, whoſe name, 
and moral character I ſhall paſs over in ſilence, pre- 
tended to diſpute his burial there; as judging the re- 


mains of ſuch a one, unworthy to be depoſited in 


that conſecrated ground. But the miniſter of the 


pariſh, freely conſented to it, as did alſo the pariſh- 


churchwardens, who had been always exceeding 
friendly to the deceaſed, when living. 85 | 
On the next Lord 5-day, I preached his funeral 
ſermon. And all that now follows, is exactly as I 
then delivered it. And the uniyerſal acceptance it 
met with, may now lead the reader to conſider it, 
as an appeal made to thoſe, who knew him. in the 
latter part of his life, for the truth of the character 
given, and an authentick evidence of it, in concur= 


\ rence with the foregoing narrative, 


. 
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As J was the occaſion of his removal into theſe 
parts, wherein he has ſpent the laſt ten years of his 
ſife; I reflect on it with conſiderable pleaſure, as this 
was an occaſion of our ſo long enjoying /uch a | 
burning and a ſvining light. And whatever abuſes | 
I received for it, I was recompenſed even a thouſand 
fold, for thoſe poor regards I was able to pay him, 
(in the exerciſe of a moſt rational and chriſtian prin- 
ciple,) by the vaſt priviledge of his converſation, 
eſpecially for thoſe years wherein I had the honour 
and happineſs to have him under my roof. He was 
ſo far * falling ſhort of the character, that I 
had received of him when unknown, as extraordi- 
nary as it was; that he greatly ſurpaſs'd it, and the 
expectation, which had been raiſed in me. C0 

any, I fear, wickedly deſpiſed and hated him, 
and that for the ſincerity of his profeflions, and the 
faithfulneſs of his reproofs; at beſt, for an appre- 
henſion different from their own. Others, and (I 
will preſume to ſay,) people of no mean characters, 
had no {mall eſteem and value for him; but yet were 
far from overdoing in it. | ä 
Nor would nearer acquaintance, and more fre- 
quent opportunies of converſation with him, have 
ven them a meaner opinion of him. So far from 
it, that the more he was known, by the wiſe and . 
good atleaſt, not under the power of prejudice and 
prepoſſeſſions, the greater reſpect was concluded 
by them to be his due. 1 | 
He was not an angel. He dwelt in a body, by 
which he was a vaſt ſufferer. He had human infir- 
mities; was liable to miſtake ; and miſconduct 


thro* miſtakes, or from views and appearences of 
| | | things 
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they ate, and that they 


( 59 ) 


things but in part. He might err; and, I doubt 


not but he did err, as well as other men, in many 


things, | | „ 
a in ris imperfect ſtate, we all take up with ſome 
things as true, and ſcarce think of calling the truth 
of them in queſtion; which yet we may afterwards 
diſcover to be falſe. Our ignorance infinitely exceeds 
our knowledge ; and muſt in abundance of things 
expoſe us to à wrong judgment. Yet we are not to 
deſpair of growing wiſer by an encreaſe of uſeful 
knowledge. And it cannot but be our duty by the 
law of our creation, as we are made real, 1e- 


riouſly to endeayour it. To be void of concern a- 


bout this matter, is to forget, that we are men, and 
what our underſtandings are given us for, a diligent 
and impartial ſearch after truth, important truth. 
The knowledge of GOD, and ourſelves ; his nature 
and will, and our own duty and happineſs, is ne- 
—_— the character of a great and gobd man; 
if it ſhould be granted, that any tolerable character 
can ſubſiſt without ſome thing of it. A wiſe man 
will bear, and will encreaſe learning. And a man can 
ſcarce be good, who is not thus wiſe. What can 
be more reaſonable ; and yet what is more wanting 
in this world of ours, than à teachable ſpirit ? by 
which I cannot be ſuppoſed to mean a thing ſo contra- 
ry to it, as Mind ſubmiſſion: When we have done our 
beſt to find truth; we may in many inſtances miſs 
it; but then we are entitled to the reward of hum- 
ble and faithful enquiries. And, if other parts of 
our conduct oe nn le; we ſhall thus eſcape the 
error of a wicked mind, and the only thing, which 
could ever make unbelięf dangerous, and damna- 
ble; I mean in/tncerity, or want of due care to know, 
and ve the will of GOD, 

If theſe principles are juſt; as I am perſuaded = 

bear the ſtrictẽſt exami- | 


1 2 . nation 


(6) 


nation; I need no other to apply to the caſe of our 
now departed friend; not only for his defence againſt 
the unchriſtian reproaches, with which he was load- 
ed in ſome part of his lite ; but in full, proof that, 
whether he was right, .or wrong, in a particular: 
ſentiment, which he. profeſſed living and dying 
the occaſion for thoſe reproaches on his part, Was, 
worthy the character I juſtly pretend to give him; 
and that by it he could not poſſibly be iſpleaſing 
to his great Lord and maſter; with it is no 
1 for any chriſtian that knew him, to 
ay, he is now in paradiſe. 

He was once a zealous: defender of what he then 
took for important, if not fundamental truth; 
which afterwards, upon further enquiry, and Tead- 


ing what had been publiſhed on both ſides of the 


ueſtion, he judged to be a miſtake, and ever after 
| b Judged. He thought his later ſentiment of ſome 

importance; and therefore, when he alſo thought 
the juncture required it, and it became his duty; 
he did with an utter diſregard of intereſt. maintain 
it, by what appeared to him as good reaſon and ar- 
gument 3 both privately, and, more publickly ; 3 
from the pulpit, and the preſs. But ſtill his diſpo- 
ſition, was not to be needleſsly forward, to engage 
in controverſy but, to . himſelf to practi- 
cal diſcourſes. And that he did fo, I am perſu uaded, 
all his ſtated hearers, both, here and elſewhere, are 
his witneſſes. 


So much I thought neceſſary by way of yindicati- 


on: and hope, I ſhall be born, within it, by any 
of my hearers, who differed in ſentiment : as to ſome 
points of controverſy from one, who has now the 
itart of us all; and better knows, (if he 5 not be- 
fore, ) what ig truth, than Nees 

I perſuade my. lf, that, no one here can ny 
* to have been a pe perſon. of uncommon. worth, 


1 3 whileſt 
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whilſt with us, without the uniyerſal contradiction 
of his neighbours, and reproach of his own conſci- 
ence. And I know a perſon elſewhere, who has 
given a honourable teſtimony to him ſince his death 3 
who: yet could not bear the thought of him whilſt 
living near him, and thought me inexcuſable, and 
unhappy for receiving him into my houfe, - : 
Some will do juſtice to the dead, that would not 
do it to the ſame, perſons when living. 
Every one here will (I preſume). agree with me, 
when I ſay ſuch things as theſe of him, viz. his na- 
tural faculties were exceeding bright; and the ta- 
lents, beſtowed on him by the great Father of lights, 
very extraordinary. He had a penetrating judg- 
ment; a clear and judicious turn of thought; a diſ- 
tinct and comprehenſive view of things 3 was quick 
to. diſcern the proper difficulties on both ſides of a 
queſtion, and where the ſtreſs and point of diffe- 
rence lay. And I have often heard him ſay a great 
deal more on that ſide, which he thought wrong, than 
I had ever met with in the moſt zealous defenders of 
it. So that from him one might hear, not only 
what was ſaid, but what could be ſaid to give what 
he judged falſhood, an appearance of truth. Thus 
he was for proving all things; and with his eyes o- 
pen upon whatever he SA 1 diſcover, and a conſi- 
dering mind, Holding faſt that which was true, and 
tbat which was good. - 4 4 
So far was he from darkening counſel by words with- 
out knowledge; that, he was for bringing every 
thing to the teſt and light. He was indeed a very 
cloſe, and ſolid. reaſoner; and had his underſtand- 
ing richly furniſhed. He had alſo great vivacity, 
and quickneſs of thought; and a moſt bright and 
lively imagination; Which appear'd very much in 
his converſation, and prattical performances, to 
mention no other. And if his memory had not an 
„ ” _ uncommon 
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uncommon quickneſs, it was very faithful, and te- 
nacious of what was once committed to it. 
All his capacities, great as they were, were well 


filled, and uſefully employed. 


He has publiſhed ſeveral things with great advay- 
tage : but I think has annexed his name but to one 
of them, vix. a ſermon entitled, he Character of a 


primitive Preacher. 


Of the nameleſs performances, one was entitled, 
Reaſonable Advice to both contending Patties, viz. 
in the late controverſy, which I the rather mention; 
becauſe ſome: have taken me for the author of it; 
an honour which does not belong to nme. 

But I will fo far eſpouſe it, as to ſay, (that in my 
opinion) it ſo well anſwers the title; and charity is 
in it ſo ſtrenuouſly pleaded for on both ſides; that it 


can never be too much recommended. And delibe- 


rately read, one would think, it muſt needs be 
enough to force an exchange of the moſt fery ⁊eul, 


for zealous lor. There was nothing in that juncture 


before it written in that peculiar way. As it met 
with vaſt acceptance in the world; I hope, It did a 
great deal of good: but, whether it did or no; 1 
am very ſure, that labour of love can't be forgotten, 
or go unrewarded by our common Lord, whom in 
every thing he ſerved with all his power. _ 
His heart was as warm in a good cauſe, as his 
head was clear. His integrity Was as remarkable, 
as any thing in his character. Wherever duty lead 
him, he would go. Nor could he ever, upon ſuch 
an occaſion find in his heart to ſay, here is a lion in 
the way, I all be ſlain in the ftreets. ge. 
The world was to him, whilſt he lived, as he ex- 
preſs'd himſelf dying, a meer 7rifle. His thoughts 
were ſo full f GOD, conſcience; the wellfare of im- 
mortal ſpirits; and the world to come; that there 


was net the leaſt room left for the eee 
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the intereſts of this world with them. He would 
not. ſuffer fin upon any, for want of a faithful re- 


proof. He counted the coſt, and reſolved to take 
9 couſequence. He would Seat the truth in love, 
whether it pleaſed, or dif] leaſed : tho? it was not 
uſual for him to forget to do it in the ſpirit of mee 
ue, as well as love, ſo far as the caſe would bear it. 
1 need not tell you, that he was not only a very 
judicious, but a. very practical and -affeftionate 
preacher. And. it is hard to ſay, what was wanting 
in his diſcourſes, that ſhould recommend them. 


He preached not himſelf, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; 


and himſelf the ſervant of his po for Feſus ſake. 
And he lived what he preached: taught as much by 
his example as any other way. Both in the pulpit, 
and out of it, he renounced the hidden things of diſbo- 
neſty ; did not walk in craftineſs 3 nor handle the word 


of 2 OD deceitfully : but by the manifeſtation of the 


truth commended himſelf to a man 3 reinen in 
the ſight of GOD. 

As for his private life; he abhoreed and ſcorned | 
every. thing that was baſe. and mean, and contrary 
to that excellent rule of doing as we wenuld be duns by. 
He was a wiſe and. prudent, faithful and ſteady 
friend; and the moſt generous adverſary. Indeed 
he was adverſary to none, but for truth, „ | 
and goodneſs, ſake. Like his GOD he bated the 
workers of iniquity, upon the ſame principle which 
made him love the divine image, wherever he found 
it. At the ſame time he pitied them; and it was 
his hearts deſire, and prayer for them, that they | 

14 repent, and be ſaved. | 

e far exceeded the generality even of candid 
and charitable people, in putting fayourable con- 
ſtructions upon the words and actions of others. 

Wa, I Sy t to think, he has often ſaid that for 

them, which __ would ſcarce think of ſaying for 
themſelves, 


( 64 ) 


' themſelves, if this was an error, it was not dange- 
rous to himſelf, any more than it was injurious to 
others. So much a ſtranger was he to a cenſorious 
and 1s. wage temper, and little arts of defama- 
tion; and ſo far from injuring thoſe that injured 
So far as tried, he behaved well in every relative 
capacity. His diſtreſſed and mournful widow can 
never forget him, as the moſt wiſe, faithful, ten- 
der, affectionate, and every way (to uſe her own 
expreſſion) the beſt of husbands ; who yet, by the 
_ is to remember his gain, as well as her own 
Upon the whole, I may ſay to his people, and all 
that had the happineſs to be acquainted with him, 
GOD ts witneſs, and you alſo, how, juſtly, Holily, 
and unblamably he behaved himſelf; how ſober, 
righteous, and godly ; and how much his converſa- 
tion was in heaven. BR | 
Yet his converſation with men was, (as it ought 
to be for the credit of religion ;) far from ſour an 
moroſe. It was exceeding courteous and obliging. 
Wit, and innocent humour; decent and good na- 
rur'd freedom; good ſenſe, and ſolid reaſoning ; 
wiſdom, virtue, and piety ; all theſe had ſuch a 
reaſonable and beautifll mixture in him, as made 
his company exceeding agreeable, entertaining, 
and uſeful, and very much deſired. But if any in 
his hearing treſpaſſed upon the rules of modeſty, 
Juſtice, or common civility ; nothing could make 
him conceal his juſt reſentment, If a back biting 
tongue interpoſed ; he would not ſpare it; a 
the injured abſent-perſon had'in him a righteous de- 
fender of his cauſe.” And if detraction had no more 
encouragement from others, than it had from him; 
vaſt multitudes of people would ſoon grow weary, 
and aſhamed of the ordinary buſineſs of their = 


His devotions were regular and conſtant, as well 
as with great fervency. Nothing was admitted to 
cauſe an interruption in them: ſo that he prayed 
"without ceaſing, in his cloſet, as well as in his fami- 


Dur hoſe years, wherein T had moſt opportu- 
'nittes to obſerve his manner of life, he frequently K 
Private faſts, when he never appeared till the cloſe 
of the day, how he paſt his time in thoſe and other 
of his retirements, was known to GOD and himſelf, 
what was known by others was moſtly by the fruits 
of a good life, None could be more reſerved than 
Himſelf on this head, ſome accident, and my own 
curioſity concurring with it, was the de of 
my making this diſcovery, viz. that he always 
kept a diary; in which he carefully fer down for his 
Private uſe, paſſages of the conduct of providence z 
eſpecially toward himſelf; and the feveral parts and 
inſtances of his behaviour; his improvements, or 
neglects, advances, or decays in religion; and 
whatever reflections might contribute to his increaſe. = 
in durable riches and rightrouſneſs. f W 
This was his cuſtom whileſt with me; before I 
knew him, and ever ſince. The books he wrote in 
this way were, as other things, locked up in a cha 
racter 'known, for ought yet appears, to none but 
himſelf. Tho' here and there a word in long hand, 
together with the dates, plainly enough diſcovered 
the noble defign, and exerciſes of himſelf to Godli- 
eſs; of which he has now the unconceivable bene- 
fit. He uſed to fill one book in a year. And a 
few days before his death, he called for all he then 
had, and committed them to the flames, with theſe 
words, by thoſe ſhall Ibe julged; they are gone before, 
and I am following after toJutlgment. 


K 1 


| If theſe records could have been ſearched, ſuch a 
ſcene of piety and goodneſs would, I yerily believe, 
have been open'd, as would leave us little diſpoſed 
to wonder, that one who ſo ſtrictly and daily watch- 
ed over himſelf, ſhould have an external converſati- 
on ſo very diftinguiſhing. No wonder, His light 
ſhone, as it did, before men; when he was ſo much 
before GOD; and that his devotions with others, 
were performed with ſo great a variety of matter, 
and ſo much of a rational feryency, Cc. | 
But it may appear ſtrange, that after all he ſhould 
not be without doubts and fears, as to the conſe- 
quences of his dying. And that they ſhould be 
grounded too, as they were, on ſuppoled defects of 
devotion. a i oro 
In a former ſickneſs, likely to prove mortal, 
which happened whilſt he was with me, he had no- 
thing at all of this nature: but as he rejoyced in 
the glorious proſpect before him, and appeared all 
Hero. in agonies of pain, and longing to be diſſolved, 
and be with Chriſt, be thought it needful to e check 
the triumphs of his ſoul, leaſt he ſhould be tranſ- 
«© ported above meaſure.” . | 
In his laſt ſickneſs, there was a difference; pro- 
bably very much owing to the influence, which bo- 
dily diſorders had upon his mind. Upon my diſ- 
courſing with him, but two or three days before his 
death, he aſcribed it to the ſenſe he had of the vaſt 
importance of dying ſafely, and the terrible appre- 
henſions he conceived at the thought of a bare poſſi- 
bility of a miſcarriage; and after own'd a convicti- 
on, that his fears were imaginary; which he compar- 
ed to the fears of a man on the top of a great preci- 
pice; tho' he was by a chain, or ſome other way 
effectually ſecured, and knew himſelf to be ſo. He 
profeſſed a rational evidence, and ſatisfaction as vn 
* | | 18 


* 


(&) 
his ſafety 3 *© he hoped, and believed, that in a 
« fer days, it would be better with him than ever ;” 
and that at the reſurrection he fhould walk on his 
e high plates, . | | 
| Tho* he had no notion of receiving the ſacra- 
ment on à death-bed, as ſomething to ſupply the 
want of a good life ; yet willing thus to commend his 
ſoul to the dear Lord, who bought him, he defired me 
to adminiſter it to him. The mixture of-pain and 
pleaſure which attended it, I think I ſhall not in 
haſt forget: I ſhall only obſerve, that his behaviour 
upon that occaſion, was the moſt decent and ſolemn. 
The firſt thing he ſaid before it, and as he took the 
bread, was in theſe words, I die in the ſentiment, in 
which I have lived. Which he did not explain; nor 
ſhall I. The laſt thing he ſaid, when he had taken 
the cup, was this, I expect to drink no more of this 
fruit of the vine, *till I drink-it nein with thee in thy 
kingdom. | 3 
| F ſhall mention but one thing more, in which he 
declared the comfortable expectation he had of a 
ſtate of happineſs; which was this day month, up- 
on his preaching his laſt ſermon, occaſioned by the 
death of his friend, viz. hen my own funeral ſer- 
mon is preached, it will be much better with me, than 
it is now, It is fo, and therefore, being dead, we 
may imagine him beſpeaking us, in the language of 
our SAVIOVR, WEEP NOT FOR ME, 
BUT WEEP'FOR YOUR SELVES.” 


Gen. IV. I am to conclude with ſome reflecti- 
ons, and advices, conſequent upon this account which 
has been given of this very valuable perſon, now 
with GOD. | | . | 

We may, in the firſt place, infer from it the 
greatneſs of our loſs of him in this world ; and his 


own gain, by being received into a better, 
„ "I 2 Wha 
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ed kind offices towards him, may take 


inner think of appearing ? 


. 
What has been faid of his excellent character 


may lead us to think, how inexcuſable they are, 
who have been enemies to him, for meer difference 


of opinion, or exerciſes of integrity and faithful- 


neſs; and how little they have in that been friends 
to themſelves, in regard of their higheſt intereſts. 
They who have ſhown him reſpect, and perform- 
pleaſure in 

c .: 1 
His doubts and fears may ſerve to lead ſome of 
us at leaſt, to a great deal of ſelf reflection; and to 
think, if ſuch a righteous perſon may ſeem to himlelf, 
as one Uk aved; where "ſhall the ungodly, and 
lay they who are engaged in the fame honoura- 
ble function, be fallowers of him, as be was of 
Chriſt ? a more particular application I would here 
make to my ſelf only. d 5 
Finally, by way of advice to theſe who were lately 
his people, and hearers. Bleſs GOD for the advan- 
tages you have had under his miniſtry, - Conſider 
what improvement you have made of them. Be hum- 
bled for your unfaithfulneſs; trifling and careleſs at- 
tendencies z want of reflection, and neglect of refor- 
mation from the vices, iniquities, and follies, which 
he faithfully reproved. Don't forget his labours a- 
mongſt you; but ſtudy to improve the remembrance 
of them, and the bright example, he has left you. 
Conſider the account you muſt give; and that 2% 
words he hath ſpoken to you, will judge you at the laſt 
day. However, let none. by Fer alue of him 
lay a foundation for prejudice againſt any other ſin- 
cere, and faithful miniſter; though you ſuppoſe 
him to be of a character much inferior to his. 
,, 52nd ng f 
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To conclude, May we be all, in our ſeveral ſta- 
tions and capacities, faithful unto the death; that 
after thoſe who are gone before us, in the way of 

wiſdom and 1 , faith and Patience, we may 
alſo inherit the promiſes, and receive a crown of life, 
_— [pai not away. Amen. 
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I a letter to Mr. John Force, from 
Aſhwick, May 5, 1721. after be had 
grven him. an account of ſome troubles 
and difficulties he met with in relation 
to his miniſtry, he concludes thus : 


_ --=---- But whatever changes I am yet to paſs 
through I know it cannot be long, and J hope I ſhall 
ſoon be above all the viciſſitudes of time and chance, 
which happen to all men. I have not altogether 
eſcaped my ſhare in the hatred ; nor have been ut- 
terly deſtitute of the love of changeable men. But 
what is their love or hate to that of the unchangea- 
ble GOD, who/e am and whom 1 ſerve. I hope, 
I take no anxious thought for to morrow; but la- 
bour to do my duty, leaving futurity, - and events 
to him, who knows how to rulethem all; fo that none 
of his ſhall be loſers by them. And yet I have been 
ſo uſed to put caſes to my ſelf, and ere& imaginary 
ſcenes of tryal from all quarters, and in all forms 
that I can think of; not to terrify but to ſeaſon and 
Prepare my mind to bear them the betten, if they 
ſhould any of them be real; (I have been fo uſed to 
this) that Iam apt to ſay ſomewhat like what Æneas 
did to the ſybile. 

-Von ulla laborum, . 

O virgo, nova mifacies in opinate ſurgit, 

Omnia præcepi atque animo mecum ante peregi. 
Let me quickly hear from you. Write me a 
long letter; for while I am reading, I am as it were 
with you. O! that we could live together! but I 
truſt we ſhall in thoſe ſoft realms, to which we haſt, 
above, where all the ſprings are joy, and all the 
manſions love, | A 


( 


APES 


A letter to a kinſewwoman, the wife of an 
ejeded miniſter, dated from Coletord, 
Feb. Ty, 1721-2. occaſioned by her 
recover) from a dangerous ſickneſs. 


60D, who is the length of our days, will be 
ſo merciful to my good brother, in this da 

of viſitation and affliction ; as to give back the wit 
of his boſom into his arms again; as thanks be to 
his holy name, he has done to me. Since it was ne- 
ceſſary x02 more than ever, that we ſhou'd be cru- 
cified to the world, and dead to its enjoyments, in 
compariſon of thoſe ſpiritual joys, which muſt be 
the life of our renew'd ſouls, © and give the reliſh ro 
all other comforts ; it may be GOD faw-it neceſſa- 
ry for us, that we ſhou'd be tried to the very extre- 
mity, before he interpoſed in mercy ; and that we 
ſhould be brought to reſign our deareſt comforts, 
and to learn to enjoy them more as precarious, and 
dependent ſtreams of conſolation, which the GOD 
of all conſolation can in a moment dry up; and not 
as ſprings and fountains, which we are to expect 
ever to flow, as we are too apt to judge of all earth- 
ly enjoyments. I hope GOD has carry'd you by 
the borders of the valley of 'the ſhadow of death, 
that life may be the leſs eſteem'd and yet better en- 
joy'd. For certainly we looſe that comfort, which 
we might have in theſe inferior things, by our over- 
rating them. But when we are brought to 2 
| | Cem 


I CANNOT but hope, and believe, that 
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them all in our hearts, before they are raviſh'd from 
our arms; every day's poſſeſſion will have a quicker 
reliſh, and a purer one too. For then we conſider 
not only the intrinſick value, but we conſider them 
| as ſo many tok2ns of love alſo from our heavenly 
ather. With this frame of ſpirit, and always ſea- 
fon'd with this view of each other, may you and 
my. very dear friend and brother live many years, 
in the light of GOD's cauntenance, and the joys of 
his loving kindneſs, which are better than life! for you 
40 live may it be Chriſt and to die unſpeakable gain. 
Let us live here by 'the faith of the Son of GOD, 
and feel the power of bis reſurrection, and afcenſion 
in newneſs of life, and mounting up after him in our 
deſires and affections, be united to him in the bonds 
of ardent conſtraining love, and ſeated together 4avith 
him in heavenly places, in our frequent, cloſe, and 
exalted contemplation ; and feel every day the 
weights drop off from our incumberid, and as yet 
too earthly,; ſouls, which are but pirits in priſon 
and then whoever dies firſt of us, will have inex - 
preſſibly the beſt of it. oma, TRIO 11. 
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P O E MS. 
8IN the greateſt burden. 


Thou that art reſoly'd to try, 
The patience of thy faints, 
Stretch out thine everlaſting arms 
When feebler nature faints. 
The obloquy, and wrath of men, 
I'm born to ſuffer here; 
All but their envy, Lord [I feel, 
And patiently could bear. 
Here Pm reſign'd; Father's hand 
May uſe me as he va Gr 
The burden of my mournful ſongs 
Are heavier things than theſe. 
The rage of men, the ſtrife of tongues, 
Scarce would I tryals call ; 
But wear them as a glorious crown 
Unmov'd, if that was all. 
Tongues, thoſe ſharpſwords, my wound the name, 
But cannot wound within; 
Take all my comforts, Lord! [ they re thine, 
But take away my SIN. i 
Here hangs the Joad here clings my grief 
Here's the inceſſant ſmart ! | 
O! what are foes, or treacherous friends, 
To a more treacherous heart ? 
"Tis this, my friends, that makes my ſoul 
Go mourning all the day, 
This chills me when I elſe could ſmile 
At all that men can fa 
1 feel no other load but this, - 
I carry in my breaſt; 
My GOD! wilt thou but this ove, 


II laugh atall the reſt. | 
25 On 


LY, 


On the death of a chil, O. 18, 172205 


Few ſhort parting breaths ve draw. 
Then earth to mother earth returns. 
Life like a ſhooting meteor dies, 
Or like a waſting lamp that burns, 
5Tis but a hand breadth, Lord, at Df FR I 
Why didſt thou grudge ſo ſmall a boon? 
The taper but began to blaze, 
Why didſt thou it out ſo ſoon # + 
Soon the dear pleaſing viſion paſt; 
But touch'd upon our niortal ſhore ; 
Juſt ſmiled at the vain life we hve, 
Then vaniſh'd, and was ſeen no more. 
So ſome new ſtar before unknown, 
Juſt twinckles in our lower ſky, 
Then mounts above our feeble fight — 
To ſhine in brighter worlds on high. 
But why ſhould we lament the grace, 
That made the babe's ſalvation ſures 


Without the hazard of a fight, 


Winch we behind max ene? 


The Lamb in his fair book of life 


Has names of every age and ſize; HEE 
rfect man in Chriſt at laſt 
he e infant- ſaint ſhall. fe” 


8 
Adee 


N. B. The author of the ſermon and memoirs, being at a gel 
diſtance from the preſs, had not the opportunity be deſired f alli 
errata; and therefore requeſts the candid reader to we in th 
that are collated, this which follows, viz. _ 


AGE 6. 1. 14. dele primitive; and to apt) e ſe omiſl 


ons, VIZ. p: 21. 1. 34, 35. dele by the getting fuch a aus 4 


mongft us. p. 27. |. 16. f. SOR des r. to, ibid. f. iet nan. 
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ſtament. $th Edition. 
Biſhop Kidder's Detionſtration of the Meſſias. 2d Edit. 
Acherley's Britannie Conftitution; © Wherein is prov'd that the 
« placing on the Throne King Valliam III. and the Succeſſion in 
« the preſent Proteſtant Heirs, is de jure, and juſtified-by the Funda- 


D R. gh Paraphraſe and Annotation on the New Te- 


« mental Laws of Britain; and in which is defcrib'd the original 
Foundation of Parliaments, and of the Rights of the people to 


« elect and inſtrutt their Repreſentatives; with an Hiſtorical Re- 
« lation of the many Struggles in this Kingdom for proerving'e to 
« the People their Right to have te as arliaments. 

Dalton's Country Juſtice, 

Vernon's Reports. 

Domatt's Civil Law. 5 

Dr. Fiddes's Life of Cardinal Wolſey. 5 

— — Vindication of the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, in An: 
ſwer to Britannicus. 

Manton on the 119th Pſalm. : 

All the Diſcourſes, Sermons, and Tracts, of the late Reverend 
Mr, * Henry. 

SCART O. 


Phylices Elementa Mathematica Expedionnitls confirmata ; five 


Introductio ad Philoſophicam Newtonianam. Auttore Willielmo 
Jacobo Gra veſande. | 
The Religion \ of Nature delineated. 


o Ao. 


Dr. Fiddes's een! Treatiſe of Morality, form'd upon the 
Principles of Natural Reaſon only. With a Preface in Anſwer to 
the Fable of the Bees; and ſome Remarks on an Enquiry concerning 
irtue, by the late Earl of Shaftsbury. 

Lord Sbaftsbury s Characteriſticks. 

The Rule of Conſcience : or, Biſhop Taylor's Dactor Dabitantium 
bbridg'd and methodiz'd. By Richard Barecroft. 

Harris's Sermons on the Meſſiah. 

Billingſley's Sermons againſt Popery. 

Shorey's 14 Sermons. 

| Cheſelden's Anatomy. 3d Edition. 

Dr. Barwick's Life. | 

The Hiftory of England from the earlieſt Accounts of Time, to 

he Death of the late Queen Anne. 4 Vols. 
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BOOKS Proited for and Sold by S. BILL IxGSLꝛ1ET 


Dr. Gale's Sermons. 4 Vols. D. juni | 


Be Janis Jurenatic, & A. Perl. Nie Saure, in ufum Detptn 
| / ESE METS a CAD 
- he ere de Officio Hominis & Ci vis — — Legem Natur. 
lem. Libri duo. Supplementis & Obſervationtbus in Academicæ 
, . uſum auxit & illuſtravit. Gerſchomus Caf michael, Phi. 
phiæ in Academia Glaſguenſi Profeſſor. Editio Secunda, 

8. Carmichaelis Bre viuſcula Introductio ad Logicam veram. 

Remarkable Antiquities of Exeter, with Cuts, zd Edition. 
Arithmetick made fo eafy that it may be learned without a M.. 
er, after a new and conciſe Method, the like not as yet extar 

_ Tranſlated from the French. wn fla 

Se everal Perſons who baue already made uſe of this Bool o 
ja firm, i bat one may, by reading it with ſome care, lean 
A Arithmetick perfeRly, without the Help of any Maſt, 
{E334 -- 1, -  » Memoires'Litte June 1725. pag. 45! 
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dition. price 6 FP. 5-4 oo? —— 
1 mulus, a Tragedy tranſlated from the French of Monſ. del 
rte. a r , 1 £D 
Ser mons on vexious Subjects, by the Reverend Mr. Jer. Hunt. 
An Effay againſt Unneceſſary Curioſity in Matters of Religjor; 
apply'd particularly to the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity. 
A Sermon preach'd in the Pariſh Church of Wingham, on Sundy 
\_ Fely 2.1727; Occaſioned by the Death of King George, 
I beſe two by the Reverend Mr, William Newton 
The Scriptures and the Athanafians compar'd in their Account 
of God the Father and of out̃᷑ Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Price 4 fl. | 
A Second Poſtſcript to Enthuſiaſm in Diſtreſs ; occaſioned bj 
Mr. Nesbitt's ſecond Letter; intituled -Comprebenſion Confuſion, al 
drefied co Mr. Nisbett, by Dr. Morgan. Price 4 4. | 
The Clergies Right of Maintenance vindicated from Scripture 
and Reaſon; by William Webſter, M. A. Price 15. 6d. 
An Elay in the Socratick' Way of Dialogue on the Exiftence of: 
Divine Being, in Imitation of Tully's Tuſculan Queſtions with Note, 
By Roger Davies Maſter of the Eree - School in Carmarthen. Pr. 15 
A Defence of the Negative of the two 1 propoſed by 
Mr. Reynolds to Mr. Read, By an impartial Inquirer after Truti 
An Anſwer to Mr Reynolds; wherein the Letters to Mr. Brom 
are inſerted at large; many Miſtakes concerning the Canſes of the 
Reverend Mr. —— Reads Ejectment are rectiſied, and the hol 


of that unhappy difference ſet in a clear Light. By James Ham bim, 
. e 


